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sec. 2; Baron. Ann. 1517, n. 56; 
Varillas Istor. &c. t. 1, l. 3, p. 129 ; 
Hermant, Histor. Concili, t. 2, 
c. 227. 

(14) Gotti, cit. sec . 2, n. 3. 

(15) Nat Alex. loc. cit; Gotti, loc. 
cit. sec. 2, n. % 

(16) Gotti, sec. 5, n. 2. 
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bread and wine ? would you not be guilty of idolatry ?” “ I am 

a Priest,” said Luther, “ ordained by my Bishop, and I have 
done everything through obedience.” “ But,” added the devil, 
“ Turks and Gentiles also sacrifice through obedience, and what 
say you if your ordination be false ?” Such are the powerful 
reasons which convinced Luther. Frederick Staphil(17) relates 
a curious anecdote concerning this matter. Luther at one time, 
he says, endeavoured to exorcise a girl in Wittemberg, possessed 
by an evil spirit, but was so terrified that he tried to escape, both 
by the door and window, which, to his great consternation, were 
both made fast;—finally, one of his companions broke open the 
door with a hatchet, and they escaped (18). 

4. — If Luther was not the child of Satan, however, few 

laboured so strenuously in his service. His name originally was 
Luder; but as the vulgar meaning of that word was not the 
most elegant, he changed it to Luther. Applying himself at an 
early age to literature, he went to Erfurt, in Thuringia, and at 
the age of twenty years graduated as a Master of Philosophy. 
While pursuing his legal and philosophical studies in that Univer¬ 
sity, he happened to take a walk in the country with a fellow- 
student, who was struck dead by lightning at his side. Under 
the influence of terror, and not moved by devotion, he made a 
vow to enter into religion, and became an Augustinian Friar, in 
the Convent of Erfurt (19). “ It was not,” he says, “ by my 

own free will I became a Monk, but terrified by a sudden death, 
I made a vow to that effect.” This took place in 1504, in the 
22nd year of his age, and was a matter of great suprise to his 
father and friends, who previously never perceived in him any 
tendency to piety (20). 

5. —After his profession and ordination he was commanded by 
his superiors, as an exercise of humility, to beg through the city, 
as was the custom of the Order at that period. He refused, and 
in the year 1508 left the Convent and Academy of Erfurt, in 
which he was employed, greatly to the satisfaction of his col¬ 
leagues in that University, who could not bear his violent temper, 

(17) Staphil. Resp. contra Jac. Smi- (*20) Nat. Alex, ibid, sec. 1, it. 1 ; 

delin, p. 404. Gotti, loc. cit. sec. 2. 

(IS) Varillas, loc. cit. 1. 14, p. 31. 

(19) Luther Praefat. ad lib. de Vot. 

Mon. 
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and went to Wittemberg, where Duke Frederick, Elector of 
Saxony, had a little before founded a University, in which he 
obtained the chair of Philosophy. He was soon after sent to 
Rome, to settle some dispute raised in his Order, and having 
satisfactorily arranged every thing, he returned to Wittemberg, 
and received from Andrew Carlostad, Dean of the University, 
the dignity of Doctor of Theology. The entire expense of 
taking his degree was borne by the Elector, who conceived a 
very great liking for him (21). He was certainly a man of fine 
genius, a subtle reasoner, deeply read in the Schoolmen and 
Holy Fathers, but, even then, as Cochleus tells us, filled with 
vices—proud, ambitious, petulant, seditious, evil-tongued—and 
even his moral character was tainted (22); he was a man of 
great eloquence, both in speaking and writing, but so rude and 
rugged, that in all his works we scarcely find a polished period; 
he was so vain of himself, that he despised the most learned 
writers of the Church, and he especially attacked the doc¬ 
trines of St. Thomas, so much esteemed by the Council of 
Trent. 

6.—Leo X. wishing, as Hermant tells us (23), to raise a fund 
for the recovery of the Holy Land, or, according to the more 
generally received opinion (24), to finish the building of St. 
Peter’s Church, commenced by Julius II., committed to Cardinal 
Albert, Archbishop and Elector of Mayence, the promulgation 
of a Brief, granting many Indulgences to those who contributed 
alms for this purpose. The Archbishop committed the publica¬ 
tion of these Indulgences to a Dominican Doctor, John Tetzel, 
who had already discharged a similar commission in aid of the 
Teutonic Knights, when they were attacked by the Duke* of 
Muscovy, and who was reputed an eloquent preacher. This was 
highly displeasing to John Staupitz, Vicar-General of the Augus- 
tinians, and a great favourite of the Duke of Saxony ; he, 
therefore, with the Duke’s permission, charged Luther with the 
duty of preaching against the abuse of these Indulgences. He 
immediately began to attack these abuses, and truth compels us 


(21) Hermant, Histor. Cone. t. 1, 
c. 228; Nat. Alex. t. 19, art. 11, 
sec. 1, n. 1 ; Van Ranst Ha?r. 
p. 298; Gotti Yer. Rel. c. 108, 
sec. 2, n. 6. 


(22) Nat. Alex. sec. 1, n. 3; Her¬ 
mant, loc. cit.; Van Ranst, loc. cit. 

(23) Hermant, loc. cit. c. 227. 

(24) Nat. Alex. Gotti, Van Ranst, 
Bernino, &c. 
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to admit that abuses had crept into the mode of collecting these 
alms, which scandalized the people. He, however, not only- 
preached against the abuses which existed, hut against the 
validity of Indulgences altogether, and immediately wrote a long 
letter to the Archbishop of Mayence, in which he gave an exag¬ 
gerated account of the errors preached in their distribution, 
such as, that whoever took an Indulgence was certain of salva¬ 
tion, and was absolved from all punishment and penalties of sin, 
and to this letter he tacked ninety-five propositions, in which he 
asserted that the doctrine of Indulgences altogether was a very- 
doubtful matter. He did not rest satisfied with sending them to 
the Archbishop; he posted them on the doors of the Church of 
All Saints in Wittemburg, sent printed copies of them through 
all Germany, and had them publicly sustained by his scholars 
in the University. He was answered by Father Tetzel in 
Frankfort, who proved the doctrine of the Church, and as he 
was armed with Inquisitorial powers, condemned these proposi¬ 
tions as heretical. When this came to Luther’s ears, he retorted 
in the most insolent manner, and from these few sparks, that fire 
was kindled which not only ran through Germany, but through 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and the most remot'e countries of 
the North (25). 

7.—In the year 1518, Luther sent his conclusions to the Pope, 
in a pamphlet, entitled “ Resolutions Disputationum de Indulgen- 
tiarum virtuteand in the preface, he thus addresses him: 
“ Holy Father, prostrate at your Holiness’ feet, I offer myself, 
with all I possess ; vivify or destroy, call, revoke, reject, as you 
will, I recognise your voice as the voice of Christ, presiding and 
speaking in you; if I deserve death, I refuse not to die” (26). 
With such protestations of submission did he endeavour to 
deceive the Pope, but as Cardinal Gotti (27) remarks, in this very 
letter, he protests that he adopts no other sentiments than those 
of the Scriptures, and intends merely to oppose the Schoolmen. 
Leo X. having now received both Luther’s and Tetzel’s writings, 
clearly saw the poison which flowed from the pen of the former, 
and accordingly summoned him to Rome, to defend himself. 

(25) Hermant, c. 228; Van Ranst, (26) Ap. Van Ranst, His. p. 300. 

p. 299; Gotti, c. 108, sec. 3, (27) Gotti, sec. 2, n. 8. 

n. 3. 
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Luther excused himself on the plea of delicate health, and the 
want of means to undertake so long a journey, and added, that 
he had strong suspicions of the Roman judges; he also induced 
the Duke of Saxony, and the University of Wittemberg, to 
write to his Holiness to the same effect, and to request him to 
appoint judges in Germany to try the cause (28). The Pope 
dreaded to entrust the case to the decision of the Germans, as 
Luther already had a powerful party in his own country; he, 
therefore, sent as his Legate, a latere , Thomas Vio, called Car¬ 
dinal Cajetan, commissioning him to call on the secular power 
to have Luther arrested, to absolve him from all censures, in 
case he retracted his errors; but should he obstinately persist 
in maintaining them to excommunicate him (29). 

8.—Gn the Legate’s arrival in Augsburg, he summoned Luther 
before him, and imposed three commandments on him : First— 
That he should retract the propositions asserted by him. 
Secondly—That he should cease from publishing them, and 
finally, that he should reject all doctrines censured by the Church. 
Luther answered that he never broached any doctrine in oppo¬ 
sition to the Church, but Cajetan reminded him that he denied 
the treasure of the merits of Jesus Christ, and his Saints, in virtue 
of which, the Pope dispensed Indulgences, as Clement VI. 
declared in the Constitution Unigenitus; that he also asserted 
that to obtain the fruit of the Sacraments, it was only required 
to have the faith of obtaining them. Luther made some reply, 
but the Cardinal, smiling, said he did not come to argue with 
him, but to receive his submission, as he had been appointed (30). 
Luther was alarmed at finding himself in Augsburg, then totally 
Catholic, without a safe conduct (although Noel Alexander (31) 
says, he obtained one from Maximilian; Hermant, Van Ranst, 
and Gotti, deny it (32), and Varillas wonders at his boldness in 
presenting himself without it), and asked time for reflection, which 
was granted him, and on the following day he presented himself 
before the Legate, together with a Notary Public, and four 
Senators of Augsburg, and presented a writing signed with his 

(28; Gotti, ibid, n. 9, & Van Ranst, (30) Hermant, c. 230. 

loc cit. (31) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. sec. 4. 

(29) Nat. Alex. t. 19, ar. 11, sec. 4; (32) Hermant, cit. c. 230; Van Ranst, 

Gotti, loc. cit. sec. 2, n. 20; Her- p. 302; Gotti, sec. 3, n. 10. 
mant, t. 2, c. 229. 
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own hand, saying that he followed and revered the Roman 
Church in all her acts and sayings, past, present, and to 
come, and that if ever he said anything against her, he now 
revoked and unsaid it. The Cardinal, well aware that he had 
written several things which were not in accordance with the 
Catholic Faith, wished to have a still more ample retractation, 
but still he flattered himself that the one obtained was so much 
gained. Luther, however, soon slipped through his fingers, for 
he then persisted that he had neither said nor written anything 
repugnant to the Scriptures, Fathers, Councils, Decretals, or 
reason; that his propositions were true, and that he was pre¬ 
pared to defend them, but, nevertheless, that he would submit 
them to the judgment of the three Imperial Academies of Basle, 
Fribourg, and Louvain, or of Paris (33). 

9.—The Cardinal still insisted on the three primary conditions. 
Luther asked time to answer in writing, and the next day pre¬ 
sented a document, in which he advanced many opinions, not 
only against the value of Indulgences, but also against the merits 
of the Saints, and good works, propping up his opinions by false 
reasoning, Cardinal Cajetan heard him out, and then told him 
not again to appear before him, unless he came prepared to 
retract his heresy. Luther then left Augsburg, and wrote to 
the Cardinal, saying that his opinions were founded on truth, 
and supported by reason and Scripture, but, notwithstanding, it 
was his wish still to subject himself to the Church, and to keep 
silence regarding Indulgences, if his adversaries were commanded 
to keep silent, likewise (34). The Cardinal gave him no answer, 
so Luther, fearing sentence would be passed against him, appealed 
from the Cardinal to the Pope, and had the appeal posted on 
the church doors (35). Van Ranst censures Cajetan for not 
imprisoning Luther, when he had him in Augsburg without a 
safe conduct, knowing him to be a man of such deceitful cun¬ 
ning, and so extinguishing, in its commencement, that great fire, 
which consumed so great a part of Europe, by introducing to 
the people a religion so much the more pernicious, as it was 
so favourable to sensual licence. Luther himself, afterwards, 

(33) Nat Alex. ar. 11, sec. 4, n. 1 ; (34) Nat. Alex. loc. cit ; Van Ranst, 

Gotti, c . 108, sec. 3, n. 10. p. 302. 

(35) Van Ranst, p 302. 
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deriding the whole transaction, says (36): “ I there heard that 
new Latin language, that teaching the truth was disturbing the 
Church, and that denying Christ was exalting the Church. 55 
It is then he appealed, first to the Pope, and afterwards from 
the Pope to the Council (37). 

10. —The Legate, seeing the obstinacy of Luther, wrote to the 
Elector Frederick, telling him that this friar was a heretic, 
unworthy of his protection, and that he should send him to 
Rome, or at all events banish him from his States. The Elector 
immediately transmitted the letter to Luther, who, on his escape 
from the power of the Legate, began to make the most rabid 
attacks on the Pope, calling him tyrant and Antichrist: “ He 
(the Pope) has refused peace, 55 said he, “ then let it be war, and 
we shall see whether Luther or the Pope shall be first hurt. 55 
Notwithstanding his boasting, the Legate’s letter to the Elector 
terrified him, and he indited a most humble letter, declaring 
himself guiltless of any crime against Faith, and praying for a 
continuance of his protection (38). Hermant says the Elector 
protected Luther, not only on account of his affection for his 
newly founded University of Wittemberg, on which he shed so 
much lustre, but also through hatred to the Elector Albert, of 
Mayence, Luther’s most determined enemy (39). This protector 
of Luther, however, met with a dreadful death, as if to mark 
the judgment of God. While hunting, he was attacked with 
apoplexy, accompanied with dreadful convulsions; Luther and 
Melancthon immediately posted off to assist, or rather to ruin 
him, in his last agony, but they could not obtain from him a 
single word; he had lost the use of all his senses, the most 
dreadful convulsions racked every one of his limbs, his cries were 
like the roar of a lion, and he died without Sacraments, or with¬ 
out any signs of repentance. 

11. —On the 9th of November, 1518, Leo X. published a Bull, 
on the validity of Indulgences, in which he declared that the 
Supreme Pontiff alone had the right of granting them without 
limitation, from the treasures of the merits of Jesus Christ; that 

(36) Luther, t. 1; Oper. p. 208. 

(37) Gotti, sec. 3, n. 11. 

(38) Gotti, c. 108, sec. 3, n. 12; Yan 

Ranst, p. 302; Nat. Alex. sec. 4, n. 

1 ; Hermant, c. 229. 


(39) Hermant, c. 229; Nat. Alex. sec. 
4, n. 1; Van Ranst, p. 302. 
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this was an article of Faith, and that whoever refused to believe 
it, should be excluded from the communion of the Church. 
Ecchius, a man of great learning, and Pro-Chancellor of Ingold- 
stad, began to write about this time, and subsequently, in 1519, 
he had a conference with Luther, through the instrumentality of 
Duke George, Uncle of the Elector Frederick, a good Catholic. 
This conference took place in Duke George's city of Leipsic, and 
in his own palace. After debating on many questions there, 
they agreed to leave the whole matter to the decision of the 
Universities of Erfurt and Paris. The University of Paris, after 
an examination of the writings on each side, received the doctrine 
of Ecchius, and condemned that of Luther. One hundred and 
four of his propositions were censured, which excited his ire to 
a great pitch against that University. The following year there 
was another conference between Luther, accompanied by Car- 
lostad and Ecchius, in which, in six discussions, the doctrines of 
free-will, of grace, and of good works, were argued by Carlostad. 
Luther followed, and disputed on Purgatory, the power of 
absolving sins, reserving cases, the primacy of the Pope, and 
Indulgences. In this conference, his doctrines were not so 
heretical as soon after the dispute, for then the force of truth 
obliged him to admit the Papal primacy, though he said it was of 
human, not divine right; he also acknowledged a Purgatory, and 
did not altogether reject Indulgences, solely condemning the 
abuse of them. The same year his doctrines were condemned 
by the Universities of Cologne and Louvain (40). 

12.—In the year 1519, the Emperor Maximilian I. died, and 
there was an interregnum of six months, during which Luther 
gained many adherents in Wittemberg, not only among the 
youth of the University, who afterwards scattered themselves 
through all Saxony, but some of the Professors, and even some 
of the clergy, secular and regular, became his disciples. Leo X. 
seeing his party every day gaining strength, and no hope of his 
retractation, then published in Pome his famous Bull, “ Exurge 
Domine,” in which he condemned forty-one of his principal errors 
as heretical (see third part of this history), and sent his Com¬ 
missaries to publish it in Germany, ordering, at the same time, 


(40) Van Ranst, p. 303; Varillas, l. 3, p. 48. 
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his books to be publicly burned in Rome. His Holiness, how¬ 
ever, even then exhorts Luther and his followers to return to the 
fold, and promises to receive with clemency whoever returns 
before the expiration of two months, at the expiration of which, 
he orders his Commissaries to excommunicate the perverse, and 
hand them over to the secular power. The two months being 
passed, he published another Bull, declaring Luther a heretic, 
and also that all who followed or favoured him, incurred all the 
penalties and censures fulminated against heretics (41). Luther, 
as soon as he heard of the publication of the first Bull of 1520, 
and the burning of his books in Rome, burned in the public square 
of Wittemberg, the Bull, and the Book of the Decretals of the 
Canon Law, saying: “ As you have opposed the Saints of the 
Lord, so may eternal fire destroy youand then in a voice of 
fury, exclaimed: “ Let us fight with all our strength against that 
son of perdition, the Pope, the Cardinals, and all the Roman sink 
of corruption; let us wash our hands in their blood (42).” From 
that day to the day of his death, he never ceased writing against 
the Pope and the Catholic Church, and from the year 1521 to 
1546, when he died, he brought to light again in his works, 
almost every heresy of former ages. Cochleus, speaking of 
Luther’s writings, says (43): “ He thus defiled everything holy; 
he preaches Christ, and tramples on his servants; magnifies faith, 
and denies good works, and opens a licence to sin; elevates mercy, 
depresses justice, and throws upon God the cause of all evil; 
finally, destroys all law, takes the power out of the hands of 
the magistrate, stirs up the laity against the clergy, the impious 
against the Pope, the people against princes.” 

(41) Hermant, t. 1, c. 230. (43) Cocleus de act, & Script. Luth. 

(42) Gotti, c. 108, ii. 13. Ann. 1523. 
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§ II. 

THE DIETS AND PRINCIPAL CONGRESSES HELD CONCERNING THE 
HERESY OF LUTHER. 

13.-Diet of Worms, where Luther appeared before Charles V., and remains 
obstinate. 14.-Edict of the Emperor against Luther, who is concealed by 
the Elector in one of his Castles. 15.-Diet of Spire, where the Emperor 
publishes a Decree, against which the heretics protest. 16.-Conference 
with the Zuinglians; Marriage of Luther with an Abbess. 17.-Diet of 
Augsburg, and Melancthon’s Profession of Faith; Melancthon’s Treatise, 
in favour of the authority of the Pope, rejected by Luther. 18—Anotlier 
Edict of the Emperor in favour of Religion. 19.-League of Smalkald 
broken up by the Emperor. 20.-Dispensation given by the Lutherans to 
the Landgrave to have two wives. 21.-Council of Trent, to which Lu¬ 
ther refuses to come; he dies, cursing the Council. 22.-The Lutherans 
divided into fifty-six Sects. 23.-The Second Diet of Augsburg, in which 
Charles V. published the injurious Formula of the Interim. 24, 25,-The 
heresy of Luther takes possession of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and other 
Kingdoms. 

13.—The first Conference was in the Imperial Diet, assembled 
in Worms. Luther still continued augmenting his party, and 
pouring forth calumnies and vituperations against the Holy See. 
At the request of the Pope, Charles V. then wrote to the Elector 
of Saxony, to deliver up Luther, or, at all events, to banish him 
from his territories. The Elector, on receipt of the letter, said 
that as the Diet was now so near, it would be better to refer the 
whole matter to its decision. Luther was most anxious to appear 
in this illustrious assembly, hoping, by his harangue, to obtain a 
favourable reception for his doctrine, especially as at the request 
of his patron, the Elector, he obtained not only permission to 
attend, but also a safe conduct from the Emperor himself. The 
Diet assembled in 1521, and Luther arrived in Worms, on the 
17th of April. Ecchius asked him, in the name of the Emperor, 
if he acknowledged himself the author of the books published in 
his name, and if it was his intention to defend them. He 
admitted the books were his; but as to defending them, he said, 
as that was an affair of importance to the Word of God, and the 
salvation of souls, he required time to give an answer. The 
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Emperor gave him a day for consideration, and he next day said, 
that among his books some contained arguments on Religion, and 
these he could not conscientiously retract; others were written in 
his own defence, and he confessed that he was guilty of excess in 
his attacks on his adversaries, the slaves of the Pope, but that 
they first provoked him to it. Ecchius required a more lucid 
answer. He then turned to the Emperor, and said he could not 
absolutely retract anything he had taught in his lectures, his 
sermons, or his writings, until convinced by Scripture and reason, 
and that both Pope and Councils were fallible judges in this 
matter (1). 

14.—The Emperor, perceiving his obstinacy, after some con¬ 
versation with him, dismissed him. He might then have arrested 
him, as he was in his power, but he disdained violating the safe 
conduct he himself had given him. Notwithstanding, he pub¬ 
lished, on the 26th of May, an edict, with consent of the Princes 
of the Empire, and of its Orders and States, in which he declared 
Luther a notorious and obstinate heretic, and prohibited any one 
to receive or protect him, under the severest penalties. He 
moreover ordained, that, after the term of the safe conduct 
expired, which was twenty days, he should be proceeded against 
wherever found (2); and he would not have escaped, were it not 
for the Elector Frederick, who bribed the soldiers who escorted 
him, and had him conveyed to a place of security. A report 
was then spread abroad, that Luther was imprisoned before the 
expiration of the safe conduct, but the Elector had him conveyed 
to the Castle of Watzberg, near Alstad, in Thuringia, a place 
which Luther afterwards called his Patmos. He remained there 
nearly ten months, well concealed and guarded, and there he 
finished the plan of his heresy, and wrote many of his works. 
In the works written here, Luther principally attacked the 
scholastic Theologians, especially St. Thomas, whose works he 
said were filled with heresies. We should not wonder he called 
the works of St. Thomas heretical, who centuries before had con¬ 
futed his own pestilential errors (3). 

(1) Nat. Alex. sec. 14, n. 4; Varill. (2) Nat. Alex. loc. cit.; Van Itanst, 

t. 1, /. 4, dalla, ». 175; Van Ranst, p. 205. 

p. 304. (3) Hermant, c. 230, 231; Van Itanst, 

loc. cit. 



AND THEIR REFUTATION. 


303 


15. —In the year 1529, another Diet was held in the city of 
Spire, by the Emperor’s orders, in which it was decided, that in 
these places in which the edict of Worms was accepted, it should 
be observed; but that wherever the ancient religion was changed, 
and its restoration could not be effected without public disturb¬ 
ances, matters should remain as they were until the celebration 
of a General Council. It was, besides, decided that Mass should 
freely be celebrated in the places infected with Lutheranism, and 
that the Gospel should be explained, according to the interpreta¬ 
tion of the Fathers approved by the Church. The Elector 
Frederick of Saxony, George of Branderburg, Ernest and 
Francis, Dukes of Luneburg, Wolfgang of Anhalt, and fourteen 
confederate cities (thirteen, according to Protestant historians), 
protested against this Decree, as contrary to the truth of the 
Gospel, and appealed to a future Council, or to some judge not 
suspected, and from this protest arose the famous designation of 
Protestant (4). 

16. —The same year another Conference, composed of Luther¬ 
ans and Zuinglians, or Sacramentarians, was held in Marpurg, 
under the patronage of the Landgrave of Hesse, to endeavour 
to establish a union between their respective sects. Luther, 
Melancthon, Jonas, Osiander, Brenzius, and Agricola appeared 
on one side, and Zuinglius, Ecolampadius, Bucer, and Hedio, on 
the other. They agreed on all points, with the exception of the 
Eucharist, as the Zuinglians totally denied the Real Presence of 
Christ. Several other Conferences were held to remove, if 
possible, the discussion of doctrine objected to then by the 
Catholics, but all ended without coming to any agreement. In 
this the Providence of God is apparent: the Roman Church 
could thus oppose to the innovators that unity of doctrine she 
always possessed, and the heretics were always confounded on 
this point (5). About this period Luther married an Abbess of a 
Convent. His fellow-heresiarch Zuinglius, also a priest, had 
already violated his vows, by a sacrilegious marriage, and Luther 
would have done the same long before, only he was restrained by 
the Elector of Saxony, who, though a heretic, shuddered at the 

(4) Nat. Alex. t. 9, sec . 4, n . 9, ex (5) Van Ranst, p, 306; Nat. Alex. 

Sleidano, l. 6; Van Ranst, q. 306; loc. cit. n. 10. 

Hermant, t. 2, c. 244. 
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marriage of a Religious, and protested he would oppose it by 
every means in his power. On the other hand, Luther was now 
quite taken with Catherine Bora, a lady of noble family, but 
poor, and who, forced by poverty, embraced a religious life, 
without any vocation for that state, in a Convent at Misnia, and 
finally became Abbess. Reading one of Luther’s works, she 
came across his treatise on the nullity of religious vows, and 
requested him to visit her. He called on her frequently, and 
finally induced her to leave her Convent, and come to Wittem- 
berg with him, where, devoid of all shame, he married her with 
great solemnity, the Elector Frederic, who constantly opposed it, 
being now dead; and such was the force of his example and 
discourses, that he soon after induced the Grand Master of the 
Teutonic Order (6) to celebrate his sacrilegious nuptials, likewise. 
Those marriages provoked that witticism of Erasmus, who said 
that the heresies of his day all ended, like a comedy, in mar¬ 
riage. 

17.—In the July of 1530, the famous Diet of Augsburg was 
held. The Emperor and all the Princes being assembled at the 
Diet, and the feast of Corpus Christi falling at the same time, an 
order was given to the Princes to attend the procession. The 
Protestants refused, on the plea that this was one of the Roman 
superstitions; the Elector of Saxony, nevertheless, whose duty 
it was to carry the sword of state before the Emperor (7), con¬ 
sulted his Theologians, who gave it as their opinion, that in this 
case he might consider it a mere human ceremony, and that, like \ 
Naam, the Syrian, who bowed down before the idol, when the 
King leaned on his arm in the temple, he might attend. In this 
Diet the Catholic party was represented by JohnEcehius, Conrad 
Wimpin, and John Cochleus, and the Lutheran by Melancthon, 
Brenzius and Schnapsius. The Lutheran Princes presented to 
the Emperor the Profession of Faith drawn up by Philip Melanc¬ 
thon, who endeavoured as much as possible to soften down the 
opinions opposed to Catholicity. This is the famous Confession 
of Augsburg, afterwards the Creed of the majority of Lutherans. 

In those Articles they admitted: First—That we are not justified 
by Faith alone, but by Faith and Grace. Second—That in good 

(6) Varillas, t. 1, p. 306; Hermant, (7) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. sec. 4, n. 11 ; 
t. 2, c. 243. Van Ranst, p. 307 v 
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works not only Grace alone concurs, but our co-operation like¬ 
wise. Third — That the Church contains not only the elect, but 
also the reprobate. Fourth—That free-will exists in man, 
though without Divine Grace he cannot be justified. Fifth— 
That the Saints pray to God for us, and that it is a pious 
practice to venerate their memories on certain days, abstracting, 
however, from either approving or condemning their invocation. 
In ten other chapters of less importance they agree with Catho¬ 
lics. They agreed, likewise, in saying that Jesus Christ is pre¬ 
sent in the Eucharist, in each species, and did not condemn the 
laity who communicated in one kind only. They allowed the 
jurisdiction of Bishops, and that obedience was due to them by 
Pastors, Preachers, and Priests, in Spiritual matters, and that 
censures published by them, according to the rule of Scripture, 
are of avail. The Emperor, hoping it would render easier the 
establishment of peace, joined to the commissions two jurists, for 
each side, along with Ecchius and Melancthon; but this Con¬ 
ference never was closed, because, as Sleidan tells us, Melancthon 
was not permitted by Luther to sign the treaty, although he was 
most anxious for the establishment of peace, as he declares in his 
letter to the Legate Campeggio : “We have no dogma,’’ he says, 
“ different from the Roman Church ; we are ready to yield her 
obedience, if, in her clemency, she will relax or wink at some 
little matters. We still profess obedience to the Roman Pontiff, 
if he does not cast us off” (8). Varillas (9) mentions a curious 
fact relative to this. When Francis I., King of France, invited 
Melancthon to Paris, to teach in the University (in which he did 
not succeed), he received from him a pamphlet, in which he laid 
it down as a principle, that it was necessary to preserve the pre¬ 
eminence and authority of the Roman Pontiff, to preserve the 
unity of doctrine. Nothing could exceed Luther’s rage when he 
heard of this, and he told Melancthon that he had a mind to 
break with him altogether, and that he was now about to ruin 
the Religion it cost him twenty years’ labour to establish, by 
destroying the authority of the Pope. 

18.—The Zuinglians presented their confession of Faith at the 
same Diet, in the name of the four cities of Strasburg, Constance, 

(8) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. n. 11 ; Her- (9) VariUas, t. 1, /. 10, p. 445, coll 1. 
mant, c. 244. 
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Meningen, and Lindau, which differed from the Lutheran one 
only in the doctrine of the Eucharist. At the breaking up of 
the Diet, the Emperor promulgated an edict, in which the 
Lutheran Princes and cities were allowed, until the 15th of 
April following, to wait for a General Council, and again become 
united with the Catholic Church, and the rest of the Empire. 
It was forbidden them to allow any innovations in Religious 
matters, or any works contrary to Religion to be published in 
their respective territories, and that all should unite in opposi¬ 
tion to the Anabaptists and Zuinglians. The Lutherans refused 
to accept these articles, and all hopes of peace being at an end, 
asked leave to depart. Before they left, however, the Emperor 
published an edict, subscribed by the remaining Princes and 
Orders of the Empire, that all should persevere in the ancient 
Religion, condemning the sects of the Anabaptists, Zuinglians, 
and Lutherans, and commanding all to hold themselves in 
readiness to attend at the Council, which he promised he would 
induce the Pope to summon in six months (10). 

19. —The Protestants refused obedience to this Decree, and 
met in Smalcald, a city of Franconia, and there, in 1531, formed 
the famous League of Smalcald, to defend with force of arms the 
doctrines they professed ; but they refused the admission of the 
Zuinglians into this League, on account of their errors regarding 
the Holy Sacrament. This was the cause of the famous battle 
of Mulberg, on the Elbe, in 1547, in which Charles V. was vic¬ 
torious, and John, Elector of Saxony, and Philip, the Landgrave, 
the two chiefs of the heretical party in Germany, were made 
prisoners (11). The whole power of Protestantism would have 
been broken by this defeat, had not Maurice of Saxony, the 
nephew of the imprisoned Elector, taken up arms against 
Charles (12). The Landgrave obtained his liberty, but was 
obliged to beg pardon of the Emperor prostrate at his feet, and 
surrender his States into his hands (13). 

20. —This Philip is the same who obtained, in 1539, from 
Luther and other faithful Ministers of the Gospel, as they called 

(10) Nat. Alex. sec. 4, n. 10, in fin. (12) Van Ranst, p. 307; Nat. Alex. 

ex CocliUeo in Act. Lutheri & t. 19, c. 10, sec. 4, n. 1. 

Sleidano, l. 7; Van Ranst, p. 307. (13) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. 

(11) Nat. Alex. sec. 4, «, 13; Her- 

mant, t. 2, c. 245. „ 
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themselves, that remarkable dispensation to marry two wives at 
the same time. Varillas says (14), that the Landgrave, though 
previous to his marriage he always led a moral life, could not, 
after the loss of his faith, content himself with one wife, and 
persuaded himself that Luther and the Theologians of his sect 
would grant him a dispensation to marry another. He well knew 
whom he had to deal with: he assembled them in Wittemberg, 
and though they well knew the difficult position in which they 
were placed, and the scandal they would give by yielding to his 
wishes, still his influence had greater weight with them than tho 
laws of Christ or the dictates of their consciences. Varillas 
(. P . 531) gives the rescript in full by which they dispense with 
him. They say they could not introduce into the New Testa¬ 
ment the provisions of the Old Law, which permitted a plurality 
of wives, as Christ says they shall be tiuo in one flesh, but they 
likewise say that there are certain cases in which the New Law 
can be dispensed with; that the case of the Prince was one of 
these; but that, in order to avoid scandal it would be necessary 
that the second marriage should be celebrated privately, in the 
presence of few witnesses; and this document is subscribed by 
Luther, Melancthon, Bucer, and five other Lutheran Doctors. 
The marriage was soon after privately celebrated in presence of 
Luther, Melancthon, and six other persons. The Landgrave 
died, according to De Thou, in 1567. 

21.—The Council of Trent was opened on the 13th of Decem¬ 
ber, 1545, under Paul III., was continued under Julius III., and 
being many times suspended for various causes, was formally 
concluded under Pius IV., in December, 1563. Luther frequently 
called on the Pope to summon a General Council, but now that 
it was assembled he would not attend it, knowing full well his 
doctrines would be there condemned. First, he appealed from 
the Legate to the Pope—then from the Pope not sufficiently in¬ 
formed to the Pope better informed—then from the Pope to a 
Council—and now from the Council to himself. Such has been 
the invariable practice of heresiarchs: to refute the decisions of 
the Pope they appeal to a Council; condemned by a Council, they 
reject the decisions of both. Thus Luther refused to attend the 


(14) Varillas, t. 1, /. 7, p . 530, c. 2. 
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Council, and after his death his example was followed by the 
other Protestants, who refused even to avail themselves of the 
safe conduct given to them for that effect. While the Fathers 
were making preparations for the Fourth Session, news of 
Luther’s death was brought to Trent; he went to Eisleben 
towards the end of January, at the invitation of some of his 
friends, to arrange some differences, when he was then told he 
was invited to the Council. He exclaimed in a rage : “ I will go, 
and may I lose my head if I do not defend my opinions against 
all the world; that which comes forth from my mouth is not my 
anger but the anger of God” (15). A longer journey, how¬ 
ever, was before him; he died in the sixty-third year of his 
age, on the 17th of February, 1546. After eating a hearty 
supper and enjoying himself, jesting as usual, he was a few hours 
after attacked with dreadful pains, and thus he died. Paging 
against the Council a little before his death, he said to Justus 
Jonas, one of his followers: “ Pray for our Lord God and his 
Gospel, that it may turn out well, for the Council of Trent and 
the abominable Pope are grievously opposed to him.” Saying 
this he died, and went to receive the reward of all his blasphe¬ 
mies against the Faith, and of the thousands of souls he led to 
perdition. His body was placed in a tin coffin, and borne on a 
triumphal car to Wittemberg, followed by his concubine, Cathe¬ 
rine, and his three sons, John, Martin, and Paul, in a coach, and 
a great multitude, both on foot and horseback. Philip Melanc- 
thon preached his funeral oration in Latin, and Pomeranius in \ 
German. Pomeranius also composed that inscription for his 
tomb, worthy alike of the master and the disciple : “ Pestis 
eram vivus, morions ero mors tua, Papa”—“ I was the plague of 
the Pope while living, dying I will be his death” (16). 

22.—The Lutherans were invited to the Council by various 
briefs of the Popes, but always refused to attend (17). They 
were afterwards summoned by the Emperor Ferdinand, on the 
re-opening of the Council; but they required conditions which 
could not be granted (18). They at first split into two sects, 

(15) Cochleus in Actis Lutheri. (17) Varillas, t. 2, l. 24, p. 366. 

(16) Gotti, c. 105, s. 5, n. 7; Van (18) Varillas, l. 25, p . 393. 

Ranst, p. 308; Bernin. t. 4, sec. 16, 

c. 5. J3.454; Varillas, t. 2, /.14,p.34. 
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Rigorous and Relaxed Lutherans (19), and these two, as Lindan 
afterwards informs us, were divided into fifty-six sects (20). 

23. —In another Diet, celebrated in Augsburg, in 1547, the 
Emperor Charles V. restored the Catholic religion in that city ; 
but in the following year, as Noel Alexander (21) tells us, he 
tarnished his glory by publishing the famous Interim , thus 
usurping the authority to decide on questions of Faith and eccle¬ 
siastical discipline. We should, says Noel Alexander, hold this 
Interim in the same detestation as the Enoticon of Zeno, the 
Ecthesis of Heraclius, and the Tiphos of Constans. In the year 
1552 he again tarnished his honour^ for after routing Maurice of 
Saxony, lie made peace with him, and granted freedom of 
worship in his states to the professors of the Confession of Augs¬ 
burg. In the year 1556 he gave up the government of the 
Empire to his brother Ferdinand, King of the Romans, and 
retired to the Jeromite Monastery of St. Justus, in Estremadura, 
in Spain, giving himself up to God alone, and preparing for 
death, which overtook him on the 21st of September, 1558, in 
the fifty-eighth year of his age (22). 

24. —Luther’s heresy, through the instrumentality of his 
disciples, soon spread from Germany into the neighbouring king¬ 
doms, and first of all it infected Sweden. This kingdom, at first 
idolatrous, received the Catholic Faith in 1155, which was 
finally established in 1416, and continued the Faith of the nation 
till the reign of Gustavus Erickson. Lutheranism was intro¬ 
duced into this country in 1523, by Olaus Petri, who imbibed it 
in the University of Wittemberg; along with many others, he 
gained over King Gustavus, who gave leave to the preachers to 
propound, and to all leave to follow, their doctrines, and also per¬ 
mitted the Religious to marry. It was his wish that the old 
ceremonies should be kept up, to deceive the people; but he 
caused all the ancient books to be burned, and introduced new 
ones, written by heretics; thus in four years Lutheranism was 
established in Sweden. Gustavus, at his death, left the crown to 
his son, Eric XIY.; but his reign was but short, for his younger 
brother, John, declared war against him, and dethroned him in 

( 19 ) Varill. t. 2, /. 17 , p. 122 , & ( 21 ) Nat. Alex. t. 19 , c. 10 , art. 5, 

l. 24, p. 364. p 321. 

(20) Lindan Epist. Roraem in Luther. ( 22 ) Nat. Alex. loe. eit. c. 10 , art. 5. 
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1569. Before John came to the crown, he was a good Catholic, and 
desired to re-unite Sweden to the Church, especially as the Pope 
sent him an excellent missioner to strengthen him in the Faith. 
He commenced the good work by publishing a liturgy opposed 
to the Lutheran, and intending gradually to abolish the heresy. 
He then wrote to the Pope, saying, he hoped to gain Sweden 
altogether to the Faith, if his Holiness would grant four condi¬ 
tions : First—That the nobility should not be disturbed in the 
possession of the ecclesiastical property they held. Second— 
That the married Bishops and Priests should have liberty to 
retain their wives. Third—That Communion should be given in 
both kinds. Fourth—That the Church service should be cele¬ 
brated in the vulgar tongue. The Pope consulted the Cardinals, 
but refused his request, as he could not well grant him what he 
refused to so many other Princes. When this answer arrived, 
the King was already wavering in his determination to support 
the true Faith, fearful of causing a revolt with which he was 
threatened; this unfavourable answer decided him, and he gave 
up all hopes, and followed the religion of his States. His Queen, 
a zealous Catholic, a sister of Sigismund Augustus, King of 
Poland, was so much affected by the change in her husband’s 
dispositions, that she survived but a short time. In twelve 
months after the King followed her, and left the throne to his 
son Sigismund, then King of Poland. Charles of Sudermania, 
who governed the kingdom in the Sovereign’s absence, usurped 
the crown, and his crime was sanctioned by the States, who de¬ 
clared Sigismund’s right to the throne null and void, on account 
of his religion. Charles, therefore, being settled on the throne, 
established Lutheranism in Sweden. He was succeeded by his 
son, Gustavus Adolphus, one of the greatest enemies Catholicity 
had either in Sweden or Germany; but his daughter Christina 
renounced the throne, sooner than give up the faith she embraced, 
and lived and died in the Catholic Church. She left the king¬ 
dom to Charles Gustavus, her cousin, who reigned for six years, 
and transmitted it to his son, Charles V., and to the present 
day no other religion but Lutheranism is publicly professed in 
Sweden (23). 


(23) Hisloria llelig. Jovet, 2, p. 324. 
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25.—Denmark and Norway underwent a similar misfortune 
with Sweden. Idolatry was predominant in Denmark till the 
year 826, when the Catholic religion was established by 
Regnor I., and continued to be the only religion of the kingdom, 
till in 1523 Lutheranism was introduced by Christian II. 
The judgment of God, however, soon fell on him, as he was de¬ 
throned by his subjects, and banished, with all his family. His 
uncle, Frederick, was chosen to succeed him. He gave liberty 
to the Protestants to preach their doctrine, and to his subjects to 
follow it. Not, however, content with this, he soon began a cruel 
persecution against the Bishops, and against every Catholic who 
defended his religion, and many sealed their religion with their 
blood. This impious Monarch met an awfully sudden death 
while he was banqueting on Good Friday, and was succeeded by 
Christian III., who completed the final separation of Denmark 
from the Catholic Church. Thus in a short time Lutheranism 
became dominant in these kingdoms, and continues to hold its 
sway there. There are many Calvinistic congregations in Den¬ 
mark, as Christian permitted the Scotch Presbyterians to found 
churches there. There are also some Catholics, but they were 
obliged to assemble privately for the Holy Sacrifice, and even 
now, though the spirit of the age is opposed to persecution, they 
labour under many restraints and disabilities. Norway, till 
lately, and Iceland at the present day, belongs to Denmark, and 
Lutheranism is likewise the religion of these countries, though 
the people, especially in the country parts, preserve many Ca¬ 
tholic traditions, but they were till lately destitute of Priests and 
sacrifice.* In Lapland, some Pagans remain as yet, who adore 
the spirits of the woods, and fire, and water; they have no 
Catholic Missioner to instruct them. There are, indeed, but few 
Catholics altogether in the Northern kingdoms. Formerly, the 
Dominicans, Franciscans, Carthusians, Cistercians, and Brigittines, 
had Convents there, but now all have disappeared (24). 

(24) Joves, cit. p. 343. 


* N.B _ Bishops have been appointed lately to Sweden and Norway. 
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§ III.. 

ERRORS OF LUTHER. 

26.-Forty-one Errors of Lutlier condemned by Leo X. 27.~Other Errors taken 
from his Books. 28.-Lutlier’s Remorse of Conscience. 29.~His Abuse of 
Henry VIII.; his erroneous translation of the New Testament; the Books 
he rejected. 30.-His method of celebrating Mass. 31.-His Book against 
the Sacramentarians, who denied the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. 

26.—First in order, come the forty-one propositions of Luther, 
condemned by Leo X. in his Bull Exurge Domine , published in 
1520, which is found in the Bullarium of Leo X. (Constit. 40), 
in Cochleus’s account of Luther's proceedings, and also in Ber¬ 
nini’s (1) works. They are as follows: First—It is a usual, but 
a heretical opinion, that the Sacraments of the Xew Law give 
justifying grace to those who place no hindrance in the way. 
Second—To deny that sin remains in a child after baptism, is, 
through the mouth of Paul, to trample both on Christ and Paul. 
Third—The tendency to sin (Fomes peccati), although there is 
no actual sin, delays the soul, after leaving the body, from enter¬ 
ing into heaven. Fourth—The imperfect charity of one about 
to die necessarily induces a great fear, which of itself is enough 
to make the pains of Purgatory, and excludes from the kingdom. 
Fifth—That the parts of Penance are three—Contrition, Con¬ 
fession, and Satisfaction ; is founded neither in Scripture, nop 
in the ancient Holy Christian Doctors. Sixth—Contrition, 
which is obtained by examination, recollection, and detestation of 
sins, by which a person recollects his years in the bitterness of 
his soul, pondering on the grievousness, tho multitude, and the 
foulness of his sins, the loss of eternal beatitude, and the incur¬ 
ring eternal damnation—this contrition only makes a man a 
hypocrite, and a greater sinner. Seventh—That proverb is 
most true, and better than all the doctrine about conditions given 
as yet: the highest Penance is not to act so again, and the best 


(1) Bcrnin. t. 4, see. 16, c. 2, p. 285. 



AND THEIR REFUTATION. 


313 


Penance is a new life. Eighth—Presume not by any means to 
confess venial sins, and not even every wicked sin; for it is 
impossible that you should know all your mortal sins, 1 " and hence, 
in the primitive Church only these manifestly mortal were con¬ 
fessed. Ninth—When we wish clearly to confess everything, we 
act as if we wished to leave nothing to the mercy of God to 
pardon. Tenth—Sins are not remitted to any one, unless (the 
Priest remitting them) he believes they are remitted—yea, the 
sin remains, unless he believes it remitted; for the remission of 
sin and the donation of grace is not enough, but we must also 
believe it is remitted. Eleventh—You should on no account 
trust you are absolved on account of your contrition, but because 
of the words of Christ: “ Whatsoever thou shalt loose.” Hence, 
I say, trust, if you obtain the Priest’s absolution, and believe 
strongly you are absolved, and you will be truly absolved, no 
matter about contrition. Twelfth—If by impossibility you 
should confess without contrition, or the Priest should absolve 
you only in joke, and you, nevertheless, believe you are absolved, 
you are most certainly absolved. Thirteenth—In the Sacra¬ 
ments of Penance and the Remission of Sins, the Pope or Bishop 
does no more than the lowest Priest—nay, if a Priest cannot be 
had, any Christian, even a woman or child, has the same power. 
Fourteenth—No one ought to answer a Priest that he is contrite, 
nor ought a Priest to ask such a question. Fifteenth—They are 
in great error who approach the Sacrament of the Eucharist 
with trust, because they have confessed, are not conscious to 
themselves of any mortal sins, have said the prayers and prepa¬ 
rations for Communion—all these eat and drink unto themselves 
judgment; but if they believe and trust, they will then obtain 
grace : this faith alone makes them pure and worthy. 
Sixteenth—It seems advisable that the Church, in a General 
Council, should declare that the laity should communicate under 
both kinds, and the Bohemians who do so are not heretics, but 
schismatics. Seventeenth—The treasures of the Church, from 
which the Pope grants Indulgences, are not the merits of Christ 
or his Saints. Eighteenth—Indulgences are pious frauds of the 
faithful, and remission of good works, and are of the number of 
those things that are lawful, but not expedient. Nineteenth— 
Indulgences are of no value to those who truly obtain them for 
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the remission of the punishment due to the Divine justice for 
their actual sins. Twentieth—They are seduced who believe 
Indulgences are salutary and useful for the fruit of the spirit. 
Twenty-first—Indulgences are necessary only for public crimes, 
and should be granted only to the hardened and impatient. 
Twenty-second—For six classes of persons Indulgences are 
neither useful nor necessary—to wit, the dead, those on the 
point of death, the sick, those who are lawfully impeded, those 
who have not committed crimes, those who have committed 
crimes, but not public ones, and those w T ho mend their lives. 
Twenty-third—Excommunications are merely external penalties, 
and do not deprive a man of the common spiritual prayers of 
the Church. Twenty-fourth—Christians should be taught rather 
to love excommunication than to fear it. Twenty-fifth—The 
Itoman Pontiff, the successor of Peter, is not the Vicar of Christ 
instituted by Christ himself in St. Peter, Vicar over all the 
Churches of the world. Twenty-sixth—The word of Christ to 
St. Peter, “ Whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth,” &c., ex¬ 
tended but to what St. Peter himself alone had bound. 
Twenty-seventh—It is not certainly in the power of the Pope or 
the Church by any means to lay down articles of faith nor laws 
of morals, nor good works. Twenty-eighth—If the Pope, with 
a great part of the Church, should think so and so, although not 
in error, it is, nevertheless, neither sin nor heresy to think the 
contrary, especially in a matter not necessary to salvation, until 
by a General Council one thing is rejected and the other ap¬ 
proved. Twenty-ninth—We have a way open to us for weak¬ 
ening the authority of Councils, and freely contradicting their 
acts, and judging their decrees, by freely confessing whatever 
appears true, no matter whether approved or condemned by any 
Council. Thirtieth—Some of the articles of John Huss, con¬ 
demned in the Council of Constance, are most Christian, most 
true, and most Evangelical, such as not even the universal 
Church could condemn. Thirty-first—The just man sins in 
every good work. Thirty-second—A good work, be it never so 
well performed, is a venial sin. Thirty-third—It is against the 
will of the spirit to burn heretics. Thirty-fourth—To fight 
against the Turks is to oppose the will of God, who punishes our 
iniquities through them. Thirty-fifth—No man can be certain 
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that he is not in a constant state of mortal sin on account of the 
most hidden vice of pride. Thirty-sixth—Free will after sin is 
a matter of name alone, and while one does what is in him, he 
sins mortally. Thirty-seventh—Purgatory cannot be proved 
from the Holy Scriptures contained in the Canon of Scripture. 
Thirty-eighth—The souls in Purgatory are not sure of their 
salvation—at least all of them; nor is it proved by reason or 
Scripture that they are beyond the state of merit or of increasing 
charity. Thirty-ninth—The souls in Purgatory continually sin, 
as long as they seek relief and dread their punishment. 
Fortieth—Souls freed from Purgatory by the suffrages of the 
living, enjoy a less share of beatitude than if they satisfied 
the Divine justice themselves. Forty-first—Ecclesiastical Pre¬ 
lates and secular Princes would do no wrong if they abolished 
the mendicant Orders. 

27.—Besides the errors here enumerated and condemned by the 
Bull, there are many others mentioned and enumerated by Noel 
Alexander, and Cardinal Gotti (2), extracted from various works 
of Luther, as from the treatise “ De Indulgentiis,” “ De Reforma- 
tione,” “ Respon. ad lib. Catharini,” “ De Captivitate Babilonica,” 
“ Contra Latomum,” “ Do Missa privata,” “ Contra Episc. Ordi- 
nem,” 4 ‘Contra Henricum VIII. Regem,” “Novi Testamenti 
Translatio,” “De Formula Misste et Communionis,” “Ad Wal- 
denses, &c.,” “ Contra Carlostadium,” “ De Servo arbitro,” 
“ Contra Anabaptistas,” and other works, printed in Wittemberg, 
in several volumes. Here are some of his most remarkable errors : 
First—A Priest, though he does it in mockery or in jest, still both 
validly baptizes and absolves. Second—It is a foul error for any 
one to imagine he can make satisfaction for his sins, which God 
gratuitously pardons. Three—Baptism does not take away all 
sin. Fourth—Led astray by wicked Doctors, we think we are 
free from sin, by Baptism and contrition ; also that good works 
are available for increasing merit, and satisfying for sin. Fifth— 
Those who have made it a precept, obliging under mortal sin to 
communicate at Easter, have sinned greviously themselves. 
Sixth—It is not God, but the Pope, who commands auricular 
confession to a Priest. Whoever wishes to receive the Holy 

(2) Nat. Alex. t. 19, art. 11, sec. 2; Gotti, c. 108, see. 4; TourneUy, Comp. 
Thol. t. 5, p. 1, diss. 5, art. 2. 
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Sacrament, should receive it entire (that is under both kinds), or 
abstain from it altogether. Seventh—The right of interpreting 
Scriptures is equal in the laity as in the learned. Eighth—The 
Roman Church in the time of St. Gregory was not above other 
Churches. Ninth—God commands impossibilities to man. 
Tenth—God requires supreme perfection from every Christian. 
Eleventh—There are no such things as Evangelical Counsels; 
they are all Precepts. Twelfth—AVe should give greater faith 
to a layman, having the authority of Scripture, than to a Pope, 
a Council, or even to the Church. Thirteenth—Peter was not 
the Prince of the Apostles. Fourteenth—The Pope is the Vicar 
of Christ by human right alone. Fifteenth—A sin is venial, not 
by its own nature, but by the mercy of God. Sixteenth—I 
believe a Council and the Church never errs in matters of Faith, 
but as to the rest, it is not necessary they should be infallible.. 
Seventeenth—The primacy of the Roman Pontiff is not of Divine 
right. Eighteenth—There are not Seven Sacraments, and for 
the present there should only be established Baptism, Penance, 
and the Bread. Nineteenth—We can believe, without heresy, 
that real bread is present on the altar. Twentieth—The 
Gospel does not permit the Mass to be a sacrifice. Twenty- 
first—The Mass is nothing else but the words of Christ: “ Take 
and eat, &c.,” the promise of Christ. Twenty-second—It is a 
dangerous error to call Penance, and believe it to be, the plank 
after shipwreck. Twenty-third—It it impious to assert that the 
Sacraments are efficacious signs of grace, unless we should say 
that when there is undoubted faith, they confer grace. Twenty- 
four—All vows, both of Religious Orders and of good works, 
should be abolished. Twenty-fifth—It is sufficient for a brother 
to confess to a brother, for to all Christians that were, has been 
addressed: “ Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth.” Twenty- 
sixth—Bishops have not the right of reserving cases. Twenty- 
seventh—A change of life is true satisfaction. Twenty-eighth— 
There is no reason why Confirmation should bo reckoned among 
the Sacraments. Twenty-ninth—Matrimony is not a Sacrament. 
Thirtieth—Impediments of Spiritual affinity, of crime, and of 
order, are but human comments. Thirty-first—The Sacrament 
of Orders was invented by the Pope’s Church. Thirty-second— 
The Council of Constance erred, and many things were rashly 
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determined on, such as, that the Divine essence neither generates 
nor is generated, that the soul is the substantial form of the 
human body. Thirty-third—All Christians are Priests, and 
have the same power in the words and Sacraments. Thirty- 
fourth—Extreme Unction is not a Sacrament; there are only two 
Sacraments, Baptism and the Bread. Thirty-fifth—The Sacra¬ 
ment of Penance is nothing also, but a way and return to 
Baptism. Thirty-sixth—Antecedent grace is that movement 
which is made in us without us, not without our active and vital 
concurrence (as a stone which is merely passive to physical acts), 
but without our free and indifferent action. It was thus Luther 
explained efficacious grace, and on this he founded his system, 
that the will of a man, both for good and evil, is operated upon 
by necessity; saying, that by grace a necessity is induced into 
the will, not by eoaction, for the will acts spontaneously, but by 
necessity; and in another place, he says, that by sin the will has 
lost its liberty, not that liberty which Theologians call a coactione, 
but, a necessitate , it has lost its indifference. 

28. —In his book on the Sacrifice of the Mass, we may perceive 
how remorse torments him. “ How often/' he says, “ has my 
heart beat, reprehending me—Are you always wise ? Do all 
others err ? Have so many centuries passed in ignorance ? How 
will it be if you are in error, and you lead so many along with 
you to damnation ? But at length Christ (the devil he should 
have said) confirmed me/' 

29. —In the year 1522, Henry VIII. wrote a book in defence 
of the Seven Sacraments. Luther, answering him, calls him a 
fool, says he will trample on the crowned blasphemer, and that 
his own doctrines are from heaven. In the same year, he pub¬ 
lished his German translation of the New Testament, in which 
learned Catholics discover a thousand errors; he rejects altoge¬ 
ther the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, the Epistles of St. 
James and St. Jude, and the Apocalypse; he made many changes 
after the first edition, no less than thirty-three, in the Gospel of 
St. Matthew alone. In the words of St. Paul, chap, iii, v. 3, 
“For we account a man to be justified by Faith without the 
works of the law/' he adds the word alone , “ by Faith alone/' 
In the Diet of Augsburg, some one said to him, that the Catholics 
spoke very loudly of this interpretation, when he made that 
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arrogant answer: “ If your Papist prattles any more about this 
word alone y tell him that Doctor Martin Luther wishes it to be 
so; sic volo, sic jubeo, sit pro ratione voluntas—I wish so, I order 
so, let my will be sufficient reason for it.” 

30. —In the year 1523, he composed his book, “ De Formula 
Missse et Communionishe abolished the Introits of the Sundays, 
all the Festivals of Saints, with the exception of the Purification 
and Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin; he retained the Kyrie, 
the Gloria, and one Collect, the Epistle, the Gospel, and the 
Nicene Creed, but all in the vulgar tongue; he then passed on 
to the Preface, omitting all the rest; he then says: “ Who, the day 
before he suffered,” &c., as in the Catholic Sacrifice of the Mass, 
but the words of the Consecration are chaunted as loud as the 
Pater Noster, that they may be heard by the people. After the 
Consecration, the Sanctus is sung, and the Benedictus qui venit, 
said; the bread and the chalice is elevated, immediately after the 
Pater Noster is said, without any other prayer; then the Pax 
Domini, &c. The communion follows, and while that is going on, 
the Agnus Dei is sung; he approves of the Orationes Domine 
Jesu, &c., and Corpus D. N. J. C., custodiat, &c. He allows the 
Communion to be sung, but in place of the last Collect, chaunts 
the prayer, Quod ore sumpsimus, &c., and instead of the Ite Missa 
est, says Benedicamus Domine. He gives the chalice to all, 
permits the use of vestments, but without any blessing, and pro¬ 
hibits private Masses. To prepare for Communion, he says, 
Confession may be permitted as useful, but it is not necessary. 
He allows Matins to be said, with three lessons, the Hours, Ves¬ 
pers, and Complin. 

31. —In the year 1525, Carlostad attacked the doctrine of the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Sacrament, saying that the 
word this did not refer to the bread, but to the body of Christ 
crucified. Luther opposed him in his book, “ Contra Prophetas 
seu Fanaticosin this he first speaks of Images, and says that 
in the law of Moses it was Images of the Deity alone which were 
prohibited; he before admitted the Images of the Saints and 
the Cross. Speaking of the Sacrament he says, by the word 
hoc , this, the bread is pointed out, and that Christ is truly and 
carnally in the supper. The bread and the body are united in 
the bread, and (speaking of the Incarnation) as man is God, so the 
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bread is called his body and the body bread. Thus Luther 
falsely constitutes a second hypostatic union between the bread 
and the body of Christ. Hospinian quotes a sermon Luther 
preached against the Sacramentarians, where, speaking of the 
peace they wished to have established, if the Lutherans would 
grant them the liberty to deny the Real Presence, he says : 
“ Cursed be such concord, which tears asunder and despises the 
Church.” He then derides their false interpretation of the words, 
“ This is my body.” He commences with Zuinglius, who says the 
word is is the same as signifies . “ We have the Scripture,” says 

Luther, “ which says, This is my body; but is there any place in 
the Scriptures where it is written, This signifies my body.” He 
then ridicules the interpretation of the others. “ Carlostad,” he 
says, fC distorts the word this ; Ecolampadius tortures the word 
body; others transpose the word this, and say, my body which shall 
be delivered for you is this; others say, that which is given for 
you, this is my body ; others maintain the text, this is my body, 
for my commemoration ; and others again say, this is not an article 
of Faith.” Returning, then, on Ecolampadius, who said it was 
blasphemous to assert that God was kneaded, baked, and made of 
bread, he retorts : “ It would also, I suppose, be blasphemous to 
say God was made man—that it was most insulting to the Divine 
Majesty to be crucified by wicked men—and concludes, by “ say¬ 
ing : “ The Sacramentarians prepare the way for denial of all the 
articles of Faith, and they already begin to believe nothing.” 
Speaking of Transubstantiation, he says: “ It makes but little 
difference for any one to believe the bread to remain or not to 
remain in the Eucharist, if he believes in Transubstantiation.” 
In an agreement made with Bucer, at AVittemberg, in 1526, ho 
granted that the body and blood of Christ remained in the Sa¬ 
crament only while it was received. 
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IV. 

THE DISCIPLES OF LUTHER. 

32.-Melancthon and liis Character. 33.-His Faith, and the Augsburg Con¬ 
fession composed by him. 34.-Matthias Flaccus, Author of the Centuries, 
35.-John Agricola, Chief of the Antinomians; Atheists. 36.-Andrew 
Osiander, Francis Stancar, and Andrew Musculus. 37—John Brenzius, 
Chief of the Ubiquists. 38.-Gaspar Sneckenfield abhorred even by 
Luther for his impiety. 39.-Martin Chemnitz, the Prince of Protestant 
Theologians, and opponent of the Council of Trent. 

32. —Philip Melancthon, Luther’s chief and best beloved dis¬ 
ciple, was a German, born in Brettan, in the Palatinate, of a very- 
poor family, in the year 1497. He was a man of profound 
learning, and, at the age of twenty-four, was appointed one of 
the professors of Wittemberg by the Duke of Saxony. There 
he became imbued with Lutheran opinions, but as he was a man 
of the greatest mildness of manner, and so opposed to strife that 
he never spoke a harsh word against any one, he was anxious 
to bring about a union between all the Religions of Germany ; 
and on that account in many points smoothened down the harsh 
doctrines of Luther, and frequently, in writing to his friends, as 
Bossuet, in his History of the Variations, tells us, he complained 
that Luther was going too far. He was a man of great genius, 
but undecided in his opinions, and so fond of indifference that his 
disciples formed themselves into a sect called Indifferentists, or 
Adiaphorists. The famous Confession of Augsburg was drawn up 
by him at the Diet, and his followers were on that account some¬ 
times called Confessionists (1). 

33. —He divided his Confession into twenty-one articles, and 
stated his opinions with such moderation, that Luther afterwards 
complained that Philip, in endeavouring to smoothen down his 
doctrine, destroyed it (2). He admitted the liberty of human 
will, rejected the opinion of Luther, that God is the author of 

(1) Nat. Alex. t. 19, a. 11 ; s. 3, n. 4; (2) Ilermant, loc. cit. 

Gotti, Yer. Rel. s. 109, sec. 3; Van 

Ranst. p. 308; Ilermant, c. 241. 
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sin, and approved of the Mass. All these points were opposed 
to Luther’s system. He was at length so tired with the way 
matters went on among the Reformers, that he intended to leave 
them altogether, and retire into Poland, there to wait the 
decision of the Council, whatever it should be (3). His opinions 
were very unsteady regarding matters of Faith: thus, he says, 
man can be justified by Faith alone; and his rival, Osiander, 
says he changed his mind fourteen times on this one subject. He 
was selected to arrange a treaty of peace with the Sacramenta- 
rians, but notwithstanding all his endeavours he never could 
succeed (4). Gotti, quoting Cochleus (5), says, that with all his 
anxiety to smoothen down any harsh points in the system, he 
only threw oil and not water on the flames. He died in Wit- 
temberg in 1556, according to Van Ranst, or in 1560, according 
to Gotti, at the age of sixty-one. Many authors relate that, being 
at the point of death, his mother said to him : “ My son, I was 
a Catholic ; you have caused me to forsake that Faith : you are 
now about to appear before God, and tell me truly, I charge you, 
which is the better Faith, the Catholic or the Lutheran ?” He 
answered: “ The Lutheran is an easier religion, but the Catholic 
is more secure for salvation” (6). Berti relates (7) that he himself 
composed his own epitaph, as follows :— 

“ Iste brevis tumulus miseri tenit ossa Philippi, 

Qui qualis fuerit nescio, talis erat.” 

These are not the words of Faith, and would imply that he 
much doubted of his eternal salvation. 

34.—Matthias Flaccus Illiricus, born in Albona, in Istria, had 
the misfortune to study in Wittemberg, under Luther, and 
became afterwards the Chief of the Rigid Lutherans. He was 
the principal of the compilers of the Centuries of Magdeburg, an 
Ecclesiastical History, published in 1560, and to refute which 
Cardinal Baronius published his celebrated Annals. Flaccus 
died in Frankfort, in 1575, at the age of fifty-five. He dis¬ 
agreed in many things with Luther. Striger(8) sustained an 

(3) Varillas Hist. 20, 2, l. 24, p. 363. (6) Floremund, l. 2, c. 9; Van Ranst, 

(4) Varillas. s. 1,' l. 8, p. 364. & Gotti, loc. cit.; & Nat. Alex. loc. 

(5) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 2. cit. n. 10. 

(7) Berti, His. sec. 16, c. 3. 

(8) Ap. Spondam. ad. an. 1560, n. 32. 

Y 
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erroneous opinion, bordering on Pelagianism, that Original Sin 
was but a slight accident, which did not substantially corrupt the 
whole human race; and Flaccus, on the contrary, renewing the 
blasphemous errors of the Manicheans, said that Original Sin 
was the substance itself of man, which deprived him of free will, 
and of every good movement, and drove him necessarily on to 
evil, from which Faith in Jesus Christ alone could save him. On 
that account, he denied the necessity of good works for salva¬ 
tion, and his followers were called Substantialists (9). 

35. —John Agricola was a townsman of Luther, and was for a 
time his disciple, but became afterwards the founder of a sect, 
called Antinomians, or Law Opposers, for he rejected all 
authority of law, and taught that you may become a sensualist, 
a thief, a robber, but if you believe you will be saved (10). 
Varillas says that Luther brought the errors of Agricola before 
the University of Wittemberg, as subversive of all the value of 
good works, and, on their condemnation, he retracted them ; but 
after Luther’s death he went to Berlin, and again commenced 
teaching his blasphemies, where he died without any sign 
of repentance, at the age of seventy-four (11). Florinundus 
calls the Antinomians Atheists, who believe in neither God nor 
the devil. 

36. —Andrew Osiander was the son of a smith in the Mark of 
Branderburg. He taught that Christ was the justifier of man¬ 
kind, not according to the human, but according to the Divine 
Nature (12); and opposed to him was Francis Stancaro, of 
Mantua, who taught that Christ saved man by the human 
nature, not by the Divine Nature (13). Thus Osiander taught 
the errors of Eutyches, and Stancaro those of Nestorius (14). 
In answer to the first, we have to remark that, although it is 
God that justifies, still he wishes to avail himself of the humanity 
of Christ (which was alone capable of suffering, and making 
atonement), as of an instrument for the salvation of mankind. 


(9) Gotti, c. 109, sec. 7, n. 1, 2; Van 
Ranst, p. 310; Varillas, t. 1, l. 17, 
p. 122, & t. 2, l. 24, p. 363; Nat. 
Alex. t. 19, a. 11, sec. 3, n. 10. 

(10) Nat Alex. t. 19, a. 11 , sec. 3, n. 
7 ; Gotti, c. 109, sec. 5, ?i. 7; Van 
Ranst, p. 310. 


(11) Varillas, t. 1, I. 11 , p. 512. 

(12) Remund. in Synopsi, l. 2, c. 16. 

(13) Gotti, loc. cit. sec. 6, n. 1 ad 6; 
N. Alex, loc. cit. n. 8; Van Ranst, 
cit. p. 310. 

(14) Gotti, sec. 7, n. 8; Van Ranst, 
loc. cit. ; Nat. Alex. loc. cit. n. 11. 
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The Passion of Christ, says St. Thomas (15), is the cause of our 
justification, not, indeed, as a principal agent, but as an instru¬ 
ment, inasmuch as the humanity is the instrument of his Divinity, 
and hence the Council of Trent has declared (Sess . 6, Cap . 7) the 
efficient cause of this justification is God—the meritorious cause 
is Jesus Christ, who, on the wood of the Cross, merited for us 
justification (16), and satisfied for us to God the Father. In 
answer to Stancaro, who teaches that Christ saved mankind, as 
man alone, but not as God, we have but to consider what is 
already said, because if Christ, according to the flesh, deserved 
for man the grace of salvation, nevertheless it was the Divinity, 
and not the humanity, which granted this grace to man. 
Andrew Musculus of Lorraine opposed both Osiander and 
Stancaro, but with just as great a heresy, for he taught that 
the Divine Nature of Christ, as well as the human nature, died 
on the Cross. This was nothing else but the blasphemy of 
Eutyches, that the Divinity suffered for the salvation of man¬ 
kind (17). Remond (18) tells us, that at that period new 
churches were every day forming in every corner of Germany, 
and changing as quickly as the moon, and that two hundred 
sects existed at one time among the Reformers. No wonder 
that Duke George of Saxony said that the people of AVit- 
temberg could not tell to-day what their faith would be to¬ 
morrow. 

37.—John Brenzius, a Suabian, and Canon of Wittemberg, was 
already a priest, when he became the disciple of Luther, and 
imitated his master in taking a wife. He taught that the con¬ 
cupiscence which remains in the soul after Baptism is a sin, 
contrary to the Council of Trent, which declares that the 
Catholic Church never understood that concupiscence should be 
called a sin, but that it is from sin, and inclines to sin. He also 
said that the body of Christ, by the personal union with the 
Word, is everywhere, and, consequently, that Jesus Christ is in 
the Host before consecration; and, explaining the words, “ This is 
my body,” he says, that denotes that the body of Christ is 
already present. Hence the sect who acknowledged him as their 

(15) St. Thomas, p. 3, q. 64, ar. 1. (17) Gotti, loc. cit. sec . 6. 

(16) Gotti, sec. 7, n. 8; Van Ranst, (18) Remund. in Synopsi, l. % c. 14, 

p. 310. n. 2. 
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chief was called Ubiquists (19), and even Luther was one of his 
adherents (20). 

38. —Gaspar Schwenkfeldt, a noble Silesian, and a man of 
learning, while Luther was attacking the Church, took up arms 
also against her, and attacked the Lutherans as well. We should 
not mind the Scriptures, he says, as they are not the word of 
God, only a dead letter, and, therefore, should only obey the 
private inspirations of the Holy Ghost; he condemns sermons 
and spiritual lectures, for, in the Gospel of St. Matthew, we are 
told that we have but one Master, and he is in heaven. He 
taught, at the same time, the errors of the Manicheans, of Sabel- 
lius, of Photius, and also of Zuinglius, denying the Real Presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist. Osius says the devil’s gospel com¬ 
menced with Luther, but was brought to perfection by this 
monster of hell, who had more followers in many parts of 
Germany and Switzerland than the arch-heretic himself (21). 
Gotti informs us, that he sent a messenger to Luther, with his 
writings, begging of him to correct them; but he, seeing them 
filled with abominable heresies, returned him the following 
answer: “ May your spirit, and all those who participate with 
Sacramentarians and Eutychians, fall into perdition.” After 
Luther’s death, this sect increased somewhat; but in a Synod, 
held at Naumburg, in 1554, by Bucer, Melancthon, and some 
others, all the author’s works were condemned (22). 

39. —Martin Chemnitz was a poor woolcomber’s son, in the 
Mark of Branderburg. He was born in 1522, and followed his 
father’s business until the age of fourteen, when he commenced 
his studies in Wittemberg. His Theological Professor was Me¬ 
lancthon, who was so well satisfied with the progress he made, 
that he called him the Prince of Protestant Theologians. He 
taught Theology in Brunswick, for thirty years, and died in 
1586, the sixty-fourth year of his age. Chemnitz laboured 
strenuously, along with Bucer, to bring about an agreement 
between the Lutherans and Sacramentarians, but without effect. 
He published many works, but his principal one is the “ Examen 


(19) Nat. Alex. t. 1, sec . 3, n. 8, 9; 
Gotti, sec. 6, n. 8 ad 10; Van Ranst, 
p. 293. 

(20) Bossuet, Istor. 1 . 2, n. 41. 


(21) Gotti, c. 109, sec. 5; Nat. Alex. 
t. 19, sec. 3, n. 6; Van Ranst, p. 
311. 

(22) Gotti, loc. cit. 
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Con. Tridentini,” in which he endeavours to upset the decisions 
of the Council. He does not admit, as Canonical, any books of 
Scripture, only those approved of by all the Churches, not those 
approved of by Councils alone; he praises the Greek and 
Hebrew text, and rejects the Vulgate wherever it disagrees with 
them; he rejects tradition, but believes in free will, and thinks 
that, with the assistance of grace, it can accomplish something 
good. He says that man is justified by Faith alone, through 
medium of which the merits of Christ are applied to him, and 
that good works arc necessary to salvation, but still have no 
merit. Baptism and the Eucharist, he says, are properly the 
only Sacraments—the rest are but pious rites; and in the Eucha¬ 
rist he rejects both the Transubstantiation of the Catholics, and 
the Impanation of the Lutherans, but does not decide whether 
the body of Christ is really present in the bread and wine ; he 
merely says it is not a carnal presence, that Christ is there alone 
in the actual use of the Communion, and that it must always be 
taken under both kinds. He admits that the Mass may be called 
a sacrifice, but not a true sacrifice, only under the general deno¬ 
mination of a good work. It is not necessary, he says, speaking 
of the sacrament of Penance, to confess all our sins, but he allows 
the absolution of the Minister, though not as coming from the 
Minister himself, but from Christ, through his promise. Purga¬ 
tory, according to him, cannot be proved from Scripture. We 
should honour the Saints, their images, and relics, but not have 
recourse to their intercession, and we should observe the Sun¬ 
days, but no other festival (23). 


(23^ Apud, Gotti, c. 109, $ec. 7, n. 1 ad 7. 
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§ V. 

THE ANABAPTISTS. 

40.-The Anabaptists; they refuse Baptism to Children. 41.-Their Leaders_ 

Seditions and Defeat. 42.-Are again defeated under their Chief, Munzer, 
who is converted at his death. 43.-They rebel again under John of 
Leyden, who causes himself to be crowned King, is condemned to a cruel 
death, and dies penitent. 44.-Errors of the Anabaptists. 45.-They are 
split into various sects, 

40.—The Anabaptists were likewise the spawn of Lutheranism. 
The chief doctrine of those heretics was, that children should 
not be baptized in infancy, as, not haying come to the use of 
reason, they were incapable of real belief and salvation, according 
to the words of the Gospel: “ He that believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be condemned” 
(Mark, xvi, 16); hence they were called Anabaptists, as they 
taught that those who were baptized in infancy should be re¬ 
baptized. JSiow this error sprung from Luther himself, who 
asserted it was better to leave infants without Baptism, than to 
baptize them when they had no Faith of their own (1). These 
unfortunate persons, however, should remember, that in the text 
of the Gospel quoted it is adults are meant, who are capable of 

actual Faith, for infants, who are incapable of it, receive the 

grace of the Sacrament through the Faith of the Church in 

which they are baptized, and as, without any actual fault of 

theirs, they contract original sin, it is but just that they should 
receive the grace of Jesus Christ without actual Faith, for, as St. 
Augustin writes (2), as they are sick with the weight of another 
sin, they are healed by another’s confession, and are saved. 
Our Lord says, in St. Matthew, xix, 14 : “ Suffer little children 
to come to me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” As, 
therefore, little children can acquire the kingdom of heaven, so 
can they receive Baptism, without which no one can enter into 
heaven. The Church has received it as a tradition from the 

(1) Gotti, Yer. Kel. t. 2, c.110, sec. 1, 
n. 1. 


(2) August. Serm. 176, alias 10, de 
Verb Apost. 
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Apostles—so says Origen (3)—to give Baptism to infants, and St. 
Irenseus, Tertullian, St. Gregory of Nazianzen, St. Ambrose, St. 
Cyprian, and St. Augustin, all bear witness to the same practice. 
Hence, the Council of Trent, anathematizing those who asserted 
that persons baptized before they came to the use of reason 
should be re-baptized, uses the following words: “ If any one should 
say that children having received Baptism should not be num¬ 
bered among the faithful, because they have not actual faith, and, 
therefore, when they come to the years of discretion, that they 
should be re-baptized, or that it is better to omit Baptism, than 
to baptize in the faith of the Church alone those who have not 
actual faith, let him be anathema.” This Canon condemns most 
clearly both the Anabaptist and Lutheran heresies. 

41.—The chief of the Anabaptists was Nicholas Stork, or 
Storchius, sometimes also called Pelargus. He was at first a dis¬ 
ciple of Luther, but soon the head of a new heresy, which he 
preached in 1522, saying it was revealed to him from heaven. 
Being banished from Wittemberg, he went to Thuringia, where, to¬ 
gether with his first error, he preached many others, such as that 
all men enjoy universal freedom from restraint, that all property 
is common, and should be equally divided, and that all Bishops, 
Magistrates, and Princes, who opposed his true Church should be 
put to death (4). Here he was joined by Thomas Munzer, a 
Priest, a follower of Luther, also, who pretended to lead a most 
mortified life, and boasted of having frequent ecstacies and extra¬ 
ordinary communications from the Deity. He abused the Pope 
for teaching too severe a doctrine, and Luther for promulgating 
too lax a one. He everywhere censured Luther’s morals and 
conduct, accused him of debauchery and lasciviousness, and said 
it was impossible to believe God would make use of so wicked a 
man to reform his Church. Through Luther’s influence, he and 
all his followers were banished from Saxony (5). He then went 
to Thuringia, and preached the same errors as Storchius, espe¬ 
cially in Munster, teaching the country people that they should 

(3) Orig. t. 2, p. 35, St. Iren, p 147, (4) Nat. Alex. t. 18, art. 11, sec. 12; 

n. 4; Tertul. p. 231; St. Greg. Gotti, loc. cit. n. 2. 

Naz. t. 1, p. 658; St. Arab. t. 1, (5) Varillas, t. 1, l. 6, p. 266. 

v. 349; St. Cypr. Epist. adFidum, 
n. 59; St. Aug. Serin. 10, de Verb. 

A post. alias 177. 
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not obey either Prelates or Princes. In a short time he rallied 
round him the great body of the Anabaptists, and led forth three 
hundred thousand ignorant peasants (6), causing them to forsake 
their spades for the sword, and promising them the assistance of 
God in their battles. These poor deluded creatures at first did 
a great deal of harm, but when regular troops were brought 
against them, they were soon, notwithstanding their immense 
numbers, completely routed, not being trained to the use of arms. 
Those who escaped the slaughter marched towards Lorrain, with 
the intention of devastating that province ; but the Count Claude 
of Guise, brother to the Duke of Lorrain, slaughtered twenty 
thousand of them in three victories which he gained (7). 
Sleidan (8) says that these poor peasants, when they were at¬ 
tacked by the troops, appeared quite demented, and neither 
defended themselves nor fled, but began to sing a popular hymn, 
imploring the assistance of the Holy Ghost, whose protection, 
according to Munzer’s promises, they expected. 

44.—In the meantime, while Munzer, with his Anabaptist 
followers, were ravaging Thuringia, they were encountered by 
an army commanded by Duke George of Saxony, who promised 
them peace if they laid down their arms ; but Munzer, thinking 
himself lost if the conditions were accepted, encouraged them to 
refuse all accommodation, and to kill the officer who bore a flag 
of truce to them. This treachery infuriated the soldiers, who 
immediately attacked them; they made a stout resistance at 
first, encouraged by Munzer, who told them he would catch the 
balls of the enemy in his sleeve, and such was the effect this 
promise had on them, that many of them stood firm before the 
cannon of the enemy. This did not, however, last long; the 
greater part fled, and the rest were taken prisoners. Munzer 
fled with the rest, and, without being recognized, hid himself in 
Franchausen, pretending to be sick; he was there discovered, 
taken and condemned, along with Pfeiffer, an apostate Premon- 
stratensian Canon, to have his head cut off in Mulhausen. This 
war lasted five months, and it is said cost the lives of a hundred 
and thirty-five thousand peasants (9). Pfeiffer died an obstinate 

(S) Ap. Gotti ibid, n. 7, ex Sleidan, l 5. 
(9) Nat. Alex. t. 29, cit. sec. 12, 
Gotti, cit. cap. 110, sec . 1, n. 7. 


(6) Varillas, p. 270; Hermant Hist. 
t. 2, c. 239. 

(7) Hermant, loc.*cit.; Varill. p. 267. 
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heretic. Munzer’s death is related in different ways—some 
say he died with the greatest boldness, and challenged the 
Judges and Princes, telling them to read the Bible, the word 
of God; and these were his last words. But the more general 
opinion is, and Noel Alexander says it can be relied on as fact, 
that previous to his death he retracted his errors, confessed 
to a Priest, received the Viaticum, and after offering up some 
devout prayers, bared his neck to the executioner’s sword (LO). 

45.—Munzer’s death, and the slaughter of so many of the 
peasantry, did not put an end to this sect. In the year 1534, 
nearly nine years after his death, a number of people in West¬ 
phalia rebelled against their Princes, and seized the city of Mun¬ 
ster, when they elected, as their chief, John of Leyden, the son 
of a Dutch tailor. His first act was to banish the Bishop and all 
the Catholics of the city, and then pretending to have a revelation 
from heaven, he caused his followers to crown him King, saying 
he was elected to that dignity by God himself, and he called 
himself Bex Justitiae hujus Mundi; he preached polygamy, and 
put it in practice by marrying sixteen wives, at the same time ; 
he rejected the Eucharist, but, sitting at a table, distributed 
bits of bread to his followers, saying: “ Take, and eat, and ye 
shall announce the death of the Lordand at the same time the 
Queen, that is, one of his wives, dispensed the chalice, saying : 
“ Drink, and you shall announce the death of the Lord.” He 
next selected twenty disciples, and sent them as Apostles of God, 
to preach his doctrine, but all these unfortunates were taken and 
condemned to death, along with himself, in the year 1535 (11). 
The mercy of the Lord be praised for ever, since he extended 
it to John of Leyden ; he shewed himself a sincere penitent, and 
bore, with the most admirable patience, the cruel death and tor¬ 
ments inflicted on him ; he was three times tortured with pincers 
by two executioners for two hours, and he bore it all without a 
murmur, saying he deserved it for his sins, and imploring the 
Divine Mercy; his companions died in their obstinacy (12), 
and Hermant says, that his sect has spread its roots into many 
Christian kingdoms (13). 

(10) Nat. Alex. loc. cit.; Gotti, n. 8; (11) N. Alex. cit. a . 12, n. 2; Varill./). 

Varill. p. 288; Van Ranst, sec. 427; V. Ranst. p. 315; Her. c. 241. 

16, p. 313 ; Hermant, c. 239. (12) Varill. p. 436. 

(13) Her. loc. cit.; V. Ranst, p. 314. 
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46. —The errors of the Anabaptists were : First—That children 
should not be baptized, but only adults capable of reason. 
Second—That no Christian could be a civil magistrate. Third— 
It is in no case lawful for Christians to swear. Fourth—War 
is unlawful to Christians. 

47. —The Anabaptists soon split into several sects—some say 
fourteen, some, even seventy. Some were called Munzerites, 
after Thomas Munzer; some who preferred voluntary poverty, 
Huttites, from John Hut; others, Augustins, from Augustin 
Boehem, who taught that heaven would not be opened till after 
the day of judgment; others, Buholdians. from John (Buhold) 
of Leyden, whose history we have just given—these preached 
polygamy, and wished to destroy all the wicked; some Mel- 
chiorists, from Melchior Hoffman, who taught that Christ had 
but one Nature, that he was not born of Mary, and various other 
errors; some were called Mennonites, from Mennon—these held 
heretical opinions regarding the Trinity; some Davidians, the 
followers of one George, who called himself the Third David, the 
true Messiah, the beloved Son of God, born of the Spirit, not of 
the flesh, the pardoner of sins; he died in 1556, and promised 
to rise again in three years. This vain prophecy had some truth 
in it, for three years afterwards, the Senate of Basle caused 
him to be disinterred, and his remains burned along with his 
writings. The Clancularists, when asked if they were Anabap¬ 
tists, denied it; they had no churches, but preached in private 
houses and gardens. The Demonists, following the errors of 
Origen, said the devils would be saved in the end of the 
world. The Adamites appeared naked in public, having, as 
they asserted, recovered the pristine innocence of Adam. 
The Servetians, followers of Michael Servetus, joined to the 
errors of the Anabaptists, blasphemies against the Trinity and 
Jesus Christ. The Condormientes slept together without dis¬ 
tinction of sex, and called this indecency the new Christian 
Charity. The Ejulants, or Weepers, said there was no devotion 
so pleasing to God as weeping and wailing. Noel Alexander and 
Van Ranst enumerate many other classes of these fanatics (14). 

(14) Nat. Alex. t. 19, art. 11, n. 4; Van Ranst, p. 315, &seq. 
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Article II. 

THE SACRAMENTARIANS. 

§ i. 

CARLOSTAD. 

48.-Carlostad, father of the Sacramentarians. 49.-He is reduced to live by his 
labour in the field ; he gets married, and composed a Mass on that subject. 
50.-He dies suddenly. 

48.—The father of the Sacramentarians was, as Van Ranst 
informs us, Andrew Carlostad; he was born in the village from 
which he took his name, in Franconia, and was Archdeacon of 
the church of Wittemberg. He was, it is said, the most learned 
man in Saxony, and was, on that account, a great favourite with 
the Elector Frederick; he it was who admitted Luther to the 
Doctorship, and afterwards became his follower in heresy. His 
pride, however, would not allow him to remain a disciple of 
Luther, and thus he became chief of the Sacramentarians, 
teaching, in opposition to Luther, that Christ was not really 
present in the Eucharist, and, therefore, that the word this (this 
is my body) did not refer to the bread, but to Christ himself, 
who was about to sacrifice his body for us, as if he were to say: 
“ This is my body which I am about to deliver up for you.” 
Another error he taught in opposition to Luther was the doctrine 
of the Iconoclasts, that all crucifixes and images of the Saints 
should be destroyed, and he carried his infidelity to such a pitch 
in Wittemberg that he abolished the Mass, trampled on the 
Consecrated Host, and broke the Altars and Images (1). When 
this came to Luther’s ears, who was then concealed in his 
Patmos of Watzburg, he could restrain himself no longer, and 
even against the will of the Elector, went to Wittemberg, and 
caused the Altars and Images to be restored; and not being able 
to convince Carlostad of his errors, he deprived him of his 

(1) Nat. Alex. t. 19, s. 3; Gotti, Yer. Rel. c. 109, s. 1; Van Ranst, 5. 16, 
jp. 217; Hermant, t. 1, c. 231 ; Yarillas, t. 1, /. 3, p. 148. 
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benefice and dignities by authority of the Elector, who had him 
seized, and banished from his territories along with the woman 
he married. Carlostad went to Orlemond in Thuringia, and 
there wrote that wicked treatise, De Coena Domini (2), which 
contains in full his heretical opinions. It happened one day, as 
Berti tells us (3), that Luther came to this town, and Carlostad, 
in revenge for the treatment he received from him caused him to 
be pelted with stones, and to fly from the place. It may be as 
well here to give Bossuet’s account of the war between Luther 
and Carlostad: In the year 1524 Luther preached in Jena, in 
presence of Carlostad, who went to visit him after the sermon, 
and blamed him for the opinion he held regarding the Real 
Presence. Luther, in a tone of mockery, told him he would give 
him a gold florin if he would write against him, and took out a 
florin and handed it to Carlostad, who pocketed it, and they then 
drank together, to cement the bargain; thus the war commenced. 
Carlostad’s parting benediction to Luther was: “ May I see you 
broken on the wheel l” “ And may you break your neck before 
you quit the town !” rejoined Luther. Behold, says Bossuet, the 
acts of the new apostles of the Gospel (4). 

49.—Notwithstanding all that had passed, Carlostad’s friends 
interfered, and finally induced Luther to permit him to return to 
Wittemberg, but he agreed to this only on condition that he 
would not oppose his doctrine for the future. Carlostad, how¬ 
ever, ashamed to appear in Wittemberg in the poor state he was 
reduced to, chose rather to live in another town, where he was 
reduced to such poverty, that he was obliged to become a porter, 
and afterwards to turn to field labour along with his wife for 
subsistence (5). We may here remark that Carlostad was the 
first of all the priests of the new Gospel who married. In the 
year 1525, he married a young lady of good family, and he 
composed a sacrilegious service of Mass, on the occasion of his 
abominable nuptials. Octavius Lavert and Raynaldus have pre¬ 
served some parts of it* (6). 

(2) Ilermant, c. 234 ; Gotti, s. 1, n. (4) Bos. Stor. del. Variaz. 1. 2, n. 12. 

2; Varillas, t. 1, l. 3, p. 211. (5) Gotti, c. 109, n. 3, ex cochleo, ad 

(3) Berti. Brev. Hist. s. 3. an. 15, 25; V Ranst, p. 217 ; Var. 242 

(6) Octavius Lavert. p. 117. 


* Deus qui post tam longam et impiam Sacerdotum tuorum cseeitatem Beatum 
Andream Carlostadium ea gratia donare dignatus es, ut primus, nulla liabita 
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50.—The just chastisement of God, however, always pursues 
the impious, and thus we see him and his wife, who, being a 
lady, was ashamed to beg, obliged to earn a scanty subsistence, 
which they could not always obtain, by working as common field 
labourers (7). Some time afterwards he went to Switzerland, 
hoping to get a kind reception from the heretics of that country, 
whose doctrine regarding the Sacrament of the Altar coincided 
with his own. But Zuinglius, or Zuingle, wishing to have no com¬ 
petitor, gave him a very cool reception; he then went to Basle, 
where he was appointed preacher, and where a sudden death 
overtook him in the midst of his sins (8). Varillas says, that he 
was seized with apoplexy, coming down from the pulpit, after 
declaiming against the Beal Presence, and dropped dead (9). It 
was also told at the time, that whilst he was preaching a man of 
fearful mien appeared to him, and that immediately one of his 
children ran to him telling him that he had seen the same vision, 
and that it said to him: “ Tell your father that in three days I 
will deprive him of life, breaking his head.” All that is known 
for certain is that he died suddenly, and died, as he had lived, 
without any signs of repentance. 

(7) Rinal. an. 1523, n. 74. (9) Lands, t. 4, 1st. s. 16, c. 3; Var. 

(8) Varillas, l. 8, p. 359. loc. cit. 


Papistid Juris ratione, uxorem ducere ausus fuerit, da quaesumus ut omnes Sa- 
cerdotes recepta sanamente, ejus vestigia sequentes ejectis concubinis aut eisdem 
ductis ad legitimum consortium thori convertantur. 

Oremus—Nos ergo concubinis nostris gravati, te Deus poscimus, ut illius, 
qui Patres nostros sectatus antiquos tibi placet, nos imitatione guadeamus in 
aeternum. 
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§ II. 


ZUINGLIUS. 


51.-Zuinglius, and the beginning of his heresy. 52.-His errors. 53.-Congress 
held before the Senate of Zurich; the decree of the Senate rejected by the 
other Cantons. 54.-Zuinglius sells his Canonry, and gets married; Victory 
of the Catholics; and his death. 

51. —Ulric Zuinglius was born of an obscure family in a poor 
village of Switzerland, called Mildenhausen, some say in Moggi; 
he was at first Parish Priest of two rural parishes, and was after¬ 
wards promoted to a parish in Zurich (1). In his early days he 
was a soldier, but hoping to better his condition, he changed 
the sword for the gown, and being a man of talent, became a 
most eloquent preacher. Hearing, in 1519, that Indulgences 
were to be published in Switzerland, as had been done in 
Germany, he hoped that would be a favourable occasion for him 
to acquire notoriety, and advance himself in the estimation of the 
Court of Rome. But in this he was disappointed; a Franciscan, 
Father Sampson, was sent by the Pope, to publish the Swiss 
Indulgences, and with power to prohibit any one else from doing 
so, unless with his permission. Zuinglius, seeing his hopes frus¬ 
trated, imitated the example of Luther in Saxony, and began 
to preach, first, against Indulgences—then against the power of 
the Pope—and from that passed on to other errors against the 
Faith (2). 

52. —The following were his principal tenets : First—The 
Mass is not a Sacrifice, but only a commemoration of the Sacri¬ 
fice once offered on the Cross. Second—We have no necessity 
of any intercessor but Christ. Third—Christ is our justificator ; 
and here he deduced, that our works are no good as ours, but 
only as the works of Christ. Fourth—Marriage is fitted for all. 
Fifth—Those who make a vow of chastity are held by presump- 


(10) Nat. Alex. t. 19, sec. 16, art . 11, 
e. 3, n. 2; Gotti, Ver. Rel. c. 100, 
s. 2, n. 1 ; Varillas, t. 1, l. 4, p. 
155. 


(ll)Apud. Nat. Alex. s. 3, n. 2; 
Gotti, loc. cit. n. 1. 
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tion. Sixth—The power which the Pope and Bishops arrogate 
to themselves, has no foundation in Holy Writ. Seventh—The 
confession made to a Priest is not for remission of sin, but should 
be made solely to obtain advice. Eighth—The Holy Scripture 
recognizes no Purgatory. Ninth—The Scripture knows no other 
Priests but those who announce the Word of God. He preached 
other errors regarding free will. Luther attributed every thing 
to grace, for salvation; Zuinglius, on the contrary, following 
the Pelagians, to free will and the force of nature. He broached 
many other errors regarding the Sacraments, Original Sin, and 
other points, but his chief blasphemies were against the Holy 
Eucharist, which turned even Luther against him, who at first 
called him the strong champion of Christendom, but ended by 
calling him a heretic. He first said that the Eucharist was a 
remembrance of the Passion of Christ, but, as Yarillas remarks, 
then came the difficulty, that the Apostle says the Eucharist is to 
be eaten, but not the remembrance, and he five times changed 
his mode of explaining the communion; he rejected the Tran- 
substantiation of the Catholics, the Impanation of the Luther¬ 
ans, and the explanation given by Carlostad (N. 48). He then 
began to teach, that in the words, “This is my body,” the 
word is has the same meaning as signifies , that is, this bread 
signifies the body of Christ; but still the difficulty was not solved, 
for he could no where find that the word est was used for signi¬ 
ficant (3), when one morning, at break of day, a spirit, whether 
a black or white one, he does not remember, spoke to him, and 
said: “ Ignorant man, read the twelfth chapter of Exodus, where 
it is said, For it is the phase, that is the passage, of the Lord.” 
Behold, said he, here the word is stands for the word signifies ; 
and thus he began to teach, that as the Pasch of the Jews was 
but a mere figure of the passing of the Lord, so the Eucharist 
was the figure of Christ sacrificed on the Cross. To authenticate 
this discovery of his, he got the translation of the New Testa¬ 
ment printed, and where the text says, “ This is my body,” he 
inserted, this “ signifies my body” (4). Nothing, however, can 
be more foolish than this argument, for in Exodus, the explana¬ 
tion is annexed—This is the Phase , that is the passage , of the 


(3) Zuinglius, l. de Subsid. Euch. 


(4) Hermant, t. 1, c. 237. 
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Lord ; but surely the text of the Gospel does not give any explana¬ 
tion, that the words “ this is my body,” refers not to the body, 
but to the figure of Jesus Christ (5). This error we refute at 
length in the Confutation X., No. 11. 

53.—Zuinglius printed sixty-seven propositions, by way of 
doubt, and placarded them in all the towns of the Diocese of 
Constance. The Dominicans preached against them as heretical, 
and offered to convince Zuinglius of his errors in a public dispu¬ 
tation. Zuinglius accepted the challenge, but the Dominicans 
understood that it was to take place in the presence of the judges 
appointed by the Bishop of Constance, while he, on the other 
hand, insisted it should be held in presence of the Senate of 
Zurich, composed of two hundred laymen, the majority of whom 
knew not how to read or write ; in this move he was successful, 
for the Senate thought themselves competent judges in religious 
matters, and would not yield their pretended right to any one; 
in effect, the Congress took place in their presence, and the 
Bishop not being able to prevent it, sent his Vicar-General to try 
and bring matters to some rational arrangement. This took 
place, according to Varillas, in 1524, and the Senate commanded 
all the Ecclesiastics of Zurich to attend. Zuinglius first read his 
Theses, and explained them without meeting with any inter¬ 
ruption ; he then asked if any one had any reply to make; the 
Vicar-General answered, that a great deal of what he set forth 
was an absurdity. Zuinglius replied in his defence. The Vicar- 
General answered, that he was sent by his Bishop, neither to 
dispute nor give decisions, that it was a Council alone should 
decide, and then was silent; the other Ecclesiastics were asked 
if they had anything to say; they followed the Vicar-General's 
example, and were silent also; the Senate, therefore, gave the 
palm of victory to Zuinglius, and made a Decree, that thence¬ 
forward the pure Gospel (according to Zuinglius) should be 
preached in all Zurich, that no more notice should be taken of 
traditions, and that the Mass and the adoration of the Eucharist 
should be abolished (6). This decree was opposed by the other 
Cantons, and in the year 1526, another public disputation was 

(5) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 4 ; Varill. l. 7, (6) Variii. t. 1, l. 5, p . 214. 

p. 304; Nat. Alex. loc. cit. 
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held in Swiss Baden (7), between Zuinglius and Ecolampadius, 
on the one side, and Ecchius and some others, on the Catholic 
side, in which the arguments of Ecchius were so convincing, that 
by a formal Decree, the Swiss recognized the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist, the Invocation of Saints, and veneration 
of Sacred Images, and Purgatory, and condemned the doctrine 
of Luther and Zuingluis. 

54.—In the year 1528, Zuinglius sold his Prebend, and mar¬ 
ried, shamelessly asserting that he had not sufficient confidence 
in himself, to resist the vice of incontinence (8), and in the same 
year, the Canton of Berne united with Zurich in embracing his 
doctrine. Basle, Schafhausen, St. Gall, and three others, soon 
followed this example; Lucerne, Switz, Zug, Uri, and Under- 
walden, remained Catholic, and were soon after obliged to go to 
war with the heretical Cantons, for the following reason (9). 
The Catholic party deposed two officers who embraced the 
Zuinglian doctrines; they were received by the Zuinglians, who 
provided them with places, and through revenge, prevented the 
merchants who supplied the Catholic Cantons with corn, as they 
do not produce enough for their own consumption, from passing 
through their territories. The Catholics complained of this, as 
an infraction of the Confederation League, but were told, they 
were only treated as they deserved, for insulting the new reli¬ 
gion. Eight thousand Catholics took the field in October, 1532; 
fifteen hundred of the Zurich troops were entrenched outside the 
city ; the Catholics assaulted them in that position and put them 
to flight. Twenty thousand of the Zurich troops then marched 
out to attack the Catholics, and Zuinglius, against the advice of 
his friends, insisted on marching at their head. The Catholics 
with their small number, would have no chance against this 
army in the open field, so they posted themselves in a narrow 
pass; they were here assaulted by the Zuinglians, and victory 
was for some time doubtful, till Zuinglius, while valiantly leading 
on his troops, was struck to the earth; his followers, thinking 
he was killed, immediately took to flight, and were pursued by 

(7) Gotti, c. 109, s. 2, n. U. (9) Varill. 1. 8, p. 354; Gotti, loc. cit. 

(8) Varill. /. 7, p, 304; Herman!, c. n. 13. 

237; Nat. Alex. c. 19, art. 12, s. 

3, «. 2. 

Z 
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the Catholics with great slaughter, who are said to have killed 
five thousand Zuinglians, with only the loss of fifteen on their 
own side (10). Zuinglius was found by two Catholics, who did 
not know him, among a heap of the slain, prostrate on his face, 
but still breathing; they asked him if he wished for a Confessor, 
but got no answer; another now came up, who immediately killed 
him, and told their commanders; by their orders he was quar¬ 
tered and burned, and some of his followers collected his ashes, 
and kept it as a relic (11). He was killed on the 11th of 
October, 1532, in the forty-fourth year of his age, according 
to Hermant, but Natalis, Gotti, and Van Ranst, say he was forty 
years old. The war was not yet ended; five other battles were 
fought, and the Catholics were always victorious; peace w r as at 
length concluded, on condition that each Canton should freely 
profess its own Religion, and thus, with few interruptions, it has 
continued to the present day (12). Before I dismiss this subject, 
I will mention a few words of a sermon, or letter, of his, to 
Francis I. of France, in which he speaks of the glory that Kings 
are to expect in heaven : “ There, 5 ' he says, “ you will see the 
Redeemer and the redeemed; there you will behold Abel, Noe, 
Abraham, Isaac; there you will see Hercules, Theseus, Numa, 
the Catos, the Scipios, &c. 55 This was the language of this new 
Church Reformer after his apostacy; he places, along with Christ 
and the Holy Patriarchs, in heaven, the idolaters, and the Pagan 
gods. Bossuet, in his History of the Variations (13), gives a 
large extract from this letter. 

00) Varill. t. 1, l. 4, p. 355. (12) Varill. loc. cit. p. 358, & seq. 

(11) Nat. Alex. loc. cit.; Gotti, n. 13, (13) Bossuet, Hist, de Yariat. L 2, 

& Van Ranst, p. 318. n. 19. 
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§ HI. 

ECOLAMPADIUS ; BUCER ; PETER MARTYR. 

55.-Ecolampadius. 56,-Bucer. 57.-Peter Martyr. 

55.—John Ecolampadius, a faithful follower of Zuinglius, was 
a Greek linguist, and held the situation of tutor to the 
Prince Palatine’s children ; his friends injudiciously importuned 
him to become a Monk, so he entered into the Order of St. 
Brigit, and made his profession (1); but we may judge of his 
intentions, when we are told that he said: “If I make six hundred 
vows, I will not observe one of them, unless I like it.” “ Why,” 
says Florimund (2), “ should we wonder at his leaving the 
cloister, when such were his sentiments on entering it. In a few 
years he laid aside the cowl, and married, as lie said, by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and became a follower of Zuinglius, 
who appointed him Superintendent of Basle (3). He followed 
Zuinglius’s doctrine, regarding the Heal Presence, but not his 
explanation of est by significant (see N. 48), as he explained the 
text, “this is my body,” by “this is the figure of my body” (4). 
How strange that not one of the new Apostles of the Gospel 
could agree with another. He died in the year 1532, at the age 
of forty-nine, only a month after Zuinglius’s death, to him a 
source of the most poignant grief. Luther said he was found 
dead in his bed, strangled by the devil, a generally received 
opinion at that time, according to Noel Alexander; others say 
he died of an ulcer in the os sacrum; the general opinion, how¬ 
ever, is, that he was found dead in his bed. Many writers, 
Varillas says (5), tell us that he several times attempted to 
take away his own life, and that he poisoned himself. Cardinal 
Gotti quotes others (6), who assert, that a short time previous 
to his death, he was heard to exclaim : “ Alas, I shall soon be in 
helland also that, just before his death, he said : “ I, uncertain 

(1) Nat. Alex. t. 19, s. 3, n. 3. (4) Gotti, n. 16, &Nat. Alex.loc. cit. 

(2) Floremund in Synopsi. /. 2, c. 8, (5) Varill. 1. 8, p. 356. 

n. 9. (6) Gotti, n. 17. 

(3) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 15. 
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and fluctuating in the Faith, have to give an account before the 
Tribunal of God, and see whether my doctrine is true or 
false” (7). Foolish man, he had the Church, the pillar and the 
ground of truth, which condemned his doctrine, and he wished 
to have it tried at that Tribunal, where, if he found it false (as it 
was), there would be no remedy to ward off eternal perdition. 

56.—Martin Bucer was the son of a poor Jew in Strasbourg, 
who left him at his death on the world, without any one to look 
to him, and only seven years of age. He was taken in by the 
Dominicans to serve Mass and assist the servants of the Convent; 
but finding him endowed with great talents, they gave him the 
habit of the Order, and put him to study (8). He soon became 
a great proficient in sacred and profane literature, and received 
Holy Orders, Cardinal Gotti says (9), without being baptized. 
He was so taken with Luther’s doctrine on Celibacy, that he 
apostatized, and not only married once, but three times succes¬ 
sively, saying, that as a divorce was allowed to the Jews, on ac¬ 
count of the hardness of their hearts, it was also permitted to 
Christians of an extraordinary temperament (10). To the 
errors of Luther he added others: First—That Baptism is 
necessary as a positive precept, but that it is not necessary for 
salvation. Second—That there is no Church which does not 
err in morals and faith. Third—That before we are justified by 
God we sin in every good work we do, but that after our justifi¬ 
cation the good we perform we do through necessity. Fourth— 
That some are so formed by God for the marriage state, that they 
cannot be forbidden to marry. Fifth—That usury is not con¬ 
trary to the Divine command. Sixth—He admitted the Presence 
of Christ in the Holy Sacrament, but said it was not real, but 
took place solely by faith. On this account he passed over to 
the sect of the Sacramentarians, and quarrelled with Luther, and 
it was in defence of that sect he wrote his Dialogue, “ Arbogas- 
tus” (11). He was selected by the Landgrave as the most likely 
person to unite the Zuinglians and Lutherans; but though he 
held manv conferences, he never could succeed, for Luther never 

(7) Gotti, c. 109, s. 2, in fine. (10) Varil. loc. cit. 

(8) Gotti, t. 2, c. 109, sec. 4; Varil. (11) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 2, 3; Varil. 

/. 1, l 8, p. 363. i. J, /. 8, p. 364. 

(9) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 1. 
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would give up the Real Presence of Christ in the Sacrament. 
He left Strasbourg, where he lived and taught a long time, and 
in 1549, in the reign of Edward VI., he went to England to join 
Peter Vermigli, commonly called Peter Martyr, who two years 
previously was appointed Professor of Theology in Oxford. He 
had not been three years in England when he died, at the age of 
sixty-one, in Cambridge, in 1551; and Cardinal Gotti says (12), 
he was tormented with remorse of conscience in his last moments. 
His bones were exhumed and burned, by order of Queen Mary, 
in 1556. 

57.—The other celebrated disciple of Zuinglius who, especially 
in England, endeavoured to disseminate his errors, was Peter 
Vermigli, a Florentine, commonly called Peter Martyr. He was 
born in Florence, in 1500, of a noble, but reduced family. His 
mother, who was acquainted with the Latin language, taught him 
till he was eighteen years of age, when, according to some 
authors, he took the Carthusian habit, but the general opinion 
is, that he became a Canon Regular (13) of St Augustin, in the 
Monastery of Fiesole. In his noviciate he gave indications of 
great talent, and was, after his profession, sent to Padua, where 
he was taught Greek, Hebrew, and Philosophy. He thence 
went to Bologna to study Theology, and returned with a great 
stock of learning (14). He next turned his attention to the 
pulpit, and preached several Lents in the principal cities of Italy. 
While preaching in the Cathedral of Naples, he had the mis¬ 
fortune to become acquainted with a Spanish lawyer of the name 
of Valdes, who, by reading Luther’s and Calvin’s works, became 
infected with their heresies, and fearing to be discovered in 
Spain, where the stake awaited him, went to Germany, but the 
climate not agreeing with him, he came to Naples, and contracted 
a friendship with Peter Martyr, and then made him a Sacramen- 
tarian. As soon as he tasted the poison himself, he began to 
communicate it to others who used to meet him in a church. 
This had not gone on long when he was charged with his errors 
before the Nuncio, and immediately called to Rome. His 
brethren in religion, with whom he always lived on the best 
terms, and who certainly believed him innocent, took up his 


(12) Varil. I. 1\, p. 297. 

(13) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 5. 


(14) Varillas, t. 2, l. 17, p. 106; 
Dizion. Port, alia parola Vermigli. 
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defence most warmly, and he was most fully acquitted and dis¬ 
missed. From Home he went to Lucca, where he thought he 
could establish a Zuinglian congregation, with less risk to himself 
than in Naples, and he succeeded so far, that among others he 
made four proselytes among the Professors of the University. 
They were in a little while discovered, and obliged to fly to the 
Protestant Cantons of Switzerland, where they soon became 
Ministers. Peter being discovered also, and not knowing where 
to fly, turned his steps likewise to Switzerland, hoping that his 
disciples there would procure a Professorship for him. He went 
first to Zurich, and afterwards to Basle; but as he wished to 
make himself the master of all, he met but a cool reception in 
either place. He then went to Bucer, in Strasbourg, who re¬ 
ceived every heretic, and procured him immediately a Professor¬ 
ship of Theology. He remained there till called to England, 
where he went with a Nun he married, and was received 
with great honour in London, and was appointed to a Chair in 
Oxford, with double the salary that was promised to him. He 
returned to Strasbourg, in 1553, and finally went to teach his 
blasphemies in Zurich, where he died in 1562, loaded with fruits 
of perdition, for besides the many years he taught his errors in 
all these places, he composed and left after him also a number of 
works to sustain them (15). 

(15) Varillas, l. 17, p. 106; Berti Hist. sec. 16, c. 3; Van Ranst, sec. 
16, p. 391; Dizion. Poxtat. loc. cit. 
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Article III. 

THE HERESIES OF CALVIN. 


§ I. 


THE BEGINNING AND PROGRESS OF THE HERESY OF CALVIN. 

58.-Birtli and Studies of Calvin. 59.-He begins to broach his heresy; they 
seek to imprison him, and he makes his escape through a window. 60.~He 
commences to disseminate his impieties in Angouleme. 61.-He goes to 
Germany to see Bucer, and meets Erasmus. 62.-He returns to France, 
makes some followers, and introduces the “Supper;” he afterwards goes 
to Basle, and finishes his “Instructions.” 63.-He goes to Italy, but is 
obliged to fly; arrives in Geneva, and is made Master of Theology. 64.-He 
is embarrassed there. 65.-He flies from Geneva, and returns to Ger¬ 
many, where he marries a widow. 66.-He returns to Geneva, and is put 
at the head of the Kepublic; the impious Works he publishes there; his 
dispute with Bolsec. 67.-He causes Michael Servetus to be burned alive. 
68.-Unhappy end of the Calvinistic Mission to Brazil. 69.-Seditions and 
disturbances in France on Calvin’s account; Conference of Poissy. 
70.-Melancholy death of Calvin. 71.-His personal qualities and depraved 
manners. 


58.—John Calvin was born on the 10th of July, 1509, in 
Noyon, in the ancient province of Picardy—some say he was 
born in Bourg de Pont; but the almost universal opinion is, that 
he was born in the city itself, and Varillas (1) says, that the 
house in which he first saw the light was afterwards razed to the 
ground by the people, and that a person who subsequently 
rebuilt it was hanged at the door. He was the third son of 
Gerard Caudin (he afterwards changed his name to Calvin), the 
son of a Flemish saddler, and Fiscal Procurator to the Bishop of 
Noyon, and Receiver to the Chapter. He obtained a Chaplaincy 
for his son when he was twelve years old, and afterwards a 
country Curacy in the village of Martville, which he some time 


(1) Varillas, Istor. della Eel. £. 1, l. 12, p. 450. 
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after exchanged for the living of Pont l’Elveque (2). Endowed 
with those benefices, he at an early age applied himself with the 
greatest diligence to study, and was soon distinguished for 
talents, which God gave him for his service, but which he per¬ 
verted to his own ruin, and to the ruin of many nations infected 
with his heresy. 'When he had gone through his preliminary 
studies, his father sent him to Bourges to study law under 
Andrew Alciati; but wishing to learn Greek, he commenced the 
study of that language under Melchior Walmar, a concealed 
Lutheran, and a native of Germany, who, perceiving the acute 
genius of his scholar, by degrees instilled the poison of heresy 
into his mind, and induced him to give up the study of law, and 
apply himself to Theology (3); but Beza confesses that he never 
studied Theology deeply, and that he could not be called a 
Theologian. 

59.—In the meantime, Calvin's father died, and he returned 
home, and without scruple sold his benefices, and went to Paris, 
where, at the age of twenty-eight, he first began to disseminate 
his heresy (4). He then published a little treatise on “ Con¬ 
stancy," in which he advised all to suffer for the truth, as he 
called his errors. This little work was highly lauded by his 
friends ; but it is only worthy of contempt, as it contains nothing 
but scraps of learning badly digested, injurious invectives against 
the Catholic Church, great praises of those heretics condemned 
by the Church, whom he calls Martyrs of the truth, and num¬ 
berless errors besides. The publication of this work, and the 
many indications Calvin had given of using his talents against 
the Church, aroused the attention of the Criminal Lieutenant, 
John Morin, who gave orders to arrest him in the College of 
Cardinal de Moyne, where he then lodged. Calvin, however, sus¬ 
pected what was intended, and while the officers of justice were 
knocking at the door, he let himself down from the window (5), 
by the bed-clothes, and took refuge in the house of a vine- 


(2) Varillas, al. loc. cit.; Nat. Alex. 
t y 19, a. 13, sec. 1, n. 1; Gotti Ver. 
Rel. t. 2, c. Ill, sec. 1, n. 1 ; Her- 
mant Hist, de Cone. t. 2, c. 271; 
Van Ranst Hist. Haer. p . 119; 
Berti Hist. sec. 16, c. 3, p. 161 ; 
Lancist Hist. t. 4, sec. 16, c. 5. 


(3) Nat. loc. cit. n. 1 ; Gotti, ibid, 
Uy 3; Hermant, cit. c. 271; Varil. 
al loc. cit. p. 451. 

(4) Gotti, cit. c. Ill, n. 5; Van 
Ranst, p. 320; Varill. t. 1, l. 10, 
p. 452. 

(5 ) Van Ranst, p. 330; Gotti, loc. 
cit. n. 5; N. Alex. loc. cit. s. l,w. 1. 
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I dresser, as Varillas informs us(6), with whom he changed clothes, 
and left his house with a spade on his shoulder. In this disguise 
he was met by a Canon of Noyon, who recognized him, and 
inquired the meaning of this masquerade. Calvin told him 
everything, and when his friend advised him to return, and 
retract his errors, and not cast himself away, he, it is said, 
answered : “ If I had to begin again, I would not forsake the 
Faith of my fathers ; but now I am pledged to my doctrines, and 
I will defend them till deathand an awful and terrible death 
awaited him, as we shall see hereafter. Varillas adds, that while 
he resided afterwards in Geneva, a nephew of his asked him if 
salvation could be obtained in the Catholic Church, and that 
Calvin could not find it in his heart to deny it, but told him he 
might be saved in that Church. 

60.—He escaped into Angouleme, and for three years taught 
Greek, as well as he could from the little he learned from Wal- 
mar, and his friends procured him lodgings in the house of the 
Parish Priest of Claix, Louis de Tillet, a very studious person, 
and possessor of a library of 4,000 volumes, mostly manuscripts. 
It was here he composed almost the entire of the Four Books of 
his pestilent Instructions, the greater part of which he took from 
the works of Melancthon, Ecolampadius, and other sectaries, but 
he adopted a more lucid arrangement, and a more elegant style 
of Latinity (7). As he finished each chapter he used to read it 
for Tillet, who at first refused his assent to such wicked doctrine; 
but by degrees his faith was undermined, and he became a dis¬ 
ciple of Calvin, who offered to accompany him to Germany, where 
a Conference with the Reforming doctors, he assured him, would 
confirm him in the course he was adopting. They, accordingly, 
left for Germany, but had not gone further than Geneva when 
Tillet’s brother, a good Catholic, and Chief Registrar of the 
Parliament of Paris, joined them, and prevailed on his brother to 
retrace his steps and renounce his Calvinistic errors. In this he 
happily succeeded; the Priest returned, and was afterwards the 
first in his district to raise his voice publicly against Calvinism (8). 

(6) Varillas,. 10, p. 345. (8) Varill. cit. p . 454; Gotti, loc. cit, 

(7) Nat. Alex t. 19, a. 13, s. 1; Gotti, n. 6. 

c. 3, s. 1, n. 3 ; Van Ranst, p. 330; 

Varil. 7. 30, p. 454. 
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61. —Calvin continued his rout to Germany, and arrived at 
Strasbourg, where Bucer was labouring to unite the Lutherans 
and Zuinglians in doctrine, but never could succeed, as neither 
would consent to give up their peculiar tenets on the Real Pre¬ 
sence of Christ in the Eucharist. Calvin, seeing the difficulties 
he was in, suggested to him a middle way to reconcile both par¬ 
ties—that is, to propose as a doctrine that in the reception of the 
Eucharist it is not the flesh, but tho substance or power, of Jesus 
Christ that is received ; this, he imagined, would reconcile both 
parties. Bucer, however, either because he thought Luther 
never would give up his own particular views, or, perhaps, jealous 
that the idea did not originate with himself, refused to adopt it. 
Calvin next visited Erasmus with a letter of recommendation 
from Bucer, in which he told Erasmus to pay particular attention 
to what would drop from him; he did so, and after some con¬ 
versation with him, told his friends that he saw in that young 
man one who would be a great plague to the Church (9). 

62. —Calvin, finding it difficult to make many proselytes to his ■ 
Sacramentarian doctrines An Germany, returned to France in 
1535, and went to Poictiers, where at first, in the privacy of a 
garden, he began to expound his tenets to a few, but his followers 
increasing, he transferred his Chair to a hall of the University, 
called Ministerium, and here the Calvanistie teachers took the 
name of ministers, as the Lutherans called themselves preachers. 
Calvin sent out from this several ministers to the neighbouring 
towns and villages, and, by this means, made a great many pro¬ 
selytes (10). It was there he first published the forty articles of 
his heresy, and it was there also he introduced the Supper, or 
Manducation, as he called it, which was privately celebrated in 
the following manner: First, some part of the Testament re¬ 
lative to the Last Supper was read, then the minister made a 
few observations on it, but in general the burthen of these dis¬ 
courses was the abuse of the Pope and of the Mass, Calvin always 
saying that in the New Testament no mention is made of any 
other sacrifice than that of the Cross. Bread and wine were then 
set on the table, and the minister, instead of the words of conse- 

(9) Van Kanst, s. 16, p. 323; Nat. (10) Varill. I 10, p. 457; Hermant, 

Alex. loc. cit. n. 1 ; Varill. p. 459. t. 2, c. 271 ; Nat. Alex. s. 1, n. 1 ; 

Gotti, c. Ill, s. 2, n. 1. 
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cration, said : “ My brethren, let us eat of the bread and drink of 
the wine of the Lord, in memory of his passion and death.” The 
congregation were seated round a table, and the minister, 
breaking off a small portion of bread, gave it to each, and they 
eat it in silence; the wine was dispensed in like manner. The 
Supper was finished by a prayer, thanking God for enlightening 
them, and freeing them from Papistical errors; the Our Father 
and the Creed was said, and they swore not to betray anything 
that was there done. It was, however, impossible to conceal the 
existence of this new Church of Poictiers, and as the Royal 
Ordinances were very rigorous against innovators, and Calvin 
felt that he could not be safe in Pictou, he went to Nerac in 
Aquitaine, the residence of Margaret, Queen of Navarre, a pa¬ 
troness of the new doctrine. Even here he was not in safety, as 
Royal edicts were every day published against heretics, so he 
went to Basle, where he employed himself in preparing his four 
books of the Institutes for the press. He was twenty-six years 
of age when he published this work, with the motto, “ I came 
not to send peace, but a swordshowing, like a true prophet, 
the great evils this work would bring on France, and every 
other country where its pestilential doctrines would be em¬ 
braced (11). 

63.—While Calvin was at Basle he felt a great desire to pro¬ 
pagate his doctrine in Italy, where Luther could make no way; 
and understanding that Renee, daughter of Louis XII. of France, 
and wife of Hercules of Este, Duke of Ferrara, was a woman fond 
of novelties, and a proficient not only in Philosophy and Mathe¬ 
matics, but also fond of dabbling in Theology, he went to visit 
her, and, after some time, succeeded in making her one of his 
followers, so that he held privately in her chamber several con¬ 
ferences with her and others of the party. When this came to 
the Duke’s ears, he was very angry, and bitterly reproved the 
Duchess, obliging her to give up the practice of the new religion, 
and all the favour Calvin could obtain was leave to quit his 
States. He then at once fled from Ferrara to France, for fear of 
the Inquisition, which was very active just then, on account of 
the disturbed state of Religious opinions in Europe (12). In the 

(11) Nat. Alex. t. 19, a. 13, n. 2; Van (12) Varill. t. 1, l. 10, p. 465; Van 
Ranst, p. 321; Goti, c. Ill, s. 2, nA. Ranst, p. 321. 
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year 1536 he went to Geneva, which the year before rebelled 
against the Duke of Turin, and cast off, along with its allegiance, 
the Catholic Religion, at the instigation of William Farrell; and 
the Genevese, to commence their infamy, placed a public inscrip¬ 
tion on a bronze tablet, as follows: “ Quum anno Domini 
MDXXXV. profligata Romani Antichristi tyrannide, abrogatis- 
que ejus superstitionibus, sacrosancta Christi Religio hie in suam 
puritatem, Ecclesia in meliorem ordinem singulari beneficio re- 
posita, et simul pulsis fugatisque hostibus, Urbs ipsa in suam 
libertatem non sine insigni miraculo restituta fuerit; S. P. Q. G. 
Monumentum hoc perpetuoe memoriae causa fieri, atque hoc loco 
erigi curavit, quo suam erga Deum gratitudinem testatem fa¬ 
cer et.” Farrell, perceiving that Calvin would be of great assist¬ 
ance to him in maintaining the new doctrines he had introduced 
into Geneva, used every means in his power to induce him to 
stay, and got the magistrates to appoint him Preacher and 
Professor of Theology (13). One of his first acts after his 
appointment was to burn the Images of the Saints which adorned 
the Cathedral, and to break the Altars. The table of the high 
Altar was formed of a slab of very precious marble, which a 
wretch called Perrin caused to be fitted up in the place of public 
execution, to serve as a table for cutting off the heads of the 
criminals; but by the just judgment of God, and at Calvin’s 
instigation, though the cause is not known, it so happened that 
in a short time he was beheaded on the same stone himself (14). 

64.—Calvin fixed his residence in Geneva, but he and Farrell 
were accused, in 1537, of holding erroneous opinions concerning 
the Trinity and the Divinity of Jesus Christ. Their accuser was 
Peter de Charles, a Doctor of Sorbonne, who had been a Sacramen- 
tarian, and Minister of Geneva; he charged Calvin, who said the 
word Trinity was a barbarism, with denying the Unity of God in 
three Persons; besides, he had stated in his Catechism, that the 
Saviour on the cross was abandoned by his Father, and driven 
into despair, and that he was condemned to suffer the pains of 
hell, but his detention, unlike that of the reprobate, which en¬ 
dures for eternity, only lasted for a short time ; from this Charles 

(13)Apud Berti. Brev. Hist. t. 2, (14) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. n. 2; Van 

s. 16, c. 3, p. 162. Ranst, p.22l; Gotti, c.lll, s.l,n.6. 

(15) Gotti, ibid. 
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argued that Calvin denied the Divinity of Christ. Calvin cleared 
himself and Farrell from these charges, and his accuser was 
banished from Geneva, a most fortunate circumstance for him, as 
it opened his eyes to Divine grace. He went to Rome, and ob¬ 
tained absolution for his errors, and died in the Catholic Church. 
This affair concluded, Calvin had a serious dispute with his 
confrere Farrell, who, following the custom of Berne, used un¬ 
leavened bread for the Supper, while Calvin insisted on using 
leavened bread, saying it was an abuse introduced by the Scho¬ 
lastic Papists, to use the other. The magistrates, however, were 
in favour of the use of unleavened bread. Calvin, anxious to 
differ as much as possible from Zuinglius (16), preached to the 
people, and got them to declare in his favour, so much so that 
Easter being now nigh they said they would not communicate 
unless with leavened bread (17). The magistrates, jealous of 
their authority, appointed a minister called Mare to administer 
the Sacrament, with unleavened bread, in St. Peter’s Church; 
but Calvin frightened him so much that he hid himself, and the 
magistrates then commanded that there should be no com¬ 
munion that day, and banished both Calvin and Farrell from the 
city (18). 

65.—Calvin went to Berne to plead his cause, but met with 
another adventure there. A Flemish Catholic, of the name of 
Zachary, was at that time before the Council of Berne ; he held a 
disputation about matters of Faith with Calvin; in the midst of 
it he took out a letter, and asked him if he knew the writing. 
Calvin acknowledged it was written with his own hand; the 
letter was then read, and found to contain a great deal of abuse 
of Zuinglius (19). The meeting immediately broke up, and he, 
seeing Berne was no longer a place for him, went to Strasbourg, 
where he was again received by his friend, Bucer, and appointed 
Professor of Theology, and minister of a new church, in which 
he collected together all the French and Flemings who embraced 
his doctrine; here also, in the year 1538, he married one Ideletta, 
the widow of an Anabaptist, with whom he lived fourteen years, 

f 16V Varill. /. 12, p. 512, &Nat. Alex. (18) Nat. Alex. loc. cit. n. 3 ; Varill. 

a. 13; s, 1, n. 1. p . 513; Van Ranst, p. 121; Gotti, 

(17) Nat. cit. n. in fin; Gotti, s. 2, c. Ill, s. 2, n. 8. 
n. 7. (19) Varill. /. 11, p. 514. 
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but had no children, though Varillas says he had one, but it only 
lived two days (20). 

66.—Calvin sighed to return to Geneva, and in 1541 was re¬ 
called. He was received with every demonstration of joy and 
respect, and was appointed Chief of the Republic. He then 
established the discipline of his sect, and the Senate decreed that 
thenceforward the ministers or citizens could never change the 
statutes promulgated by him. He then also published his great 
French Catechism, which his followers afterwards translated into 
various languages, German, English, Flemish, Erse, Spanish, 
and even Hebrew. He then also published his pestilent books, 
entitled Defensio Sacrce Doctrince, De Disciplina , De Necessi¬ 
tate Reformandce JEcclesice, one against the Interim of Charles V., 
and another against the Council of Trent, called Antidotum ad - 
versus Cone . Tridentinum (21). In the year 1542, the Faculty 
of Sorbonne, by way of checking the errors then published 
almost daily, put forth twenty-five Chapters on the Dogmas of 
Faith we are bound to believe; and Calvin seeing all his impious 
novelties condemned by these Chapters, attacked the venerable 
University in the grossest manner, so as to call the Professors a 
herd of swine (22). In the year 1453, he procured a union 
between his sect and the Zuinglians, and being thus safe in 
Geneva, which he was cautious not to leave, he encouraged his 
followers in France to lay down their lives for the Faith, as he 
called his doctrines; and these deluded creatures, while Francis I. 
and Henry II. were lighting fires to burn heretics, deceived by 
Calvin and his ministers, set at nought all punishments, even 
death itself—nay, some of them cast themselves into the flames, 
and Calvin called their ashes the ashes of Martyrs (23). In the 
year 1551, he had a great dispute in Geneva with Jerome Bolsee, 
who, though an apostate Carmelite, nevertheless could not tole¬ 
rate the opinions of Luther and Calvin concerning free will, who 
denied it altogether, and said, that as God predestined some to 
grace and Paradise, so he predestined others to sin and hell, 
lie could not agree with Calvin in this, and he accordingly in- 

(20) Gotti, s. 2, n. 9; Varill. loc. cit. (22) Gotti, n. 11. 

Nat. Alex. ibid. (23) Gotti, n. 11—14. 

(21) Nat. Alex. t. 19, ar. 13, sec . 1, 

n. 4, & seq. ‘Gotti, c. Ill, sec. 2, 

n. 10. 
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duccd the magistrates to banish Bolsec from Geneva and its terri¬ 
tories as a Pelagian, and with a threat of having him flogged, if 
he made his appearance there again. Happily for Bolsec, this 
sentence was put in execution: he then began to reflect on the 
evil step he had taken, again returned to the Catholic Church, 
and wrote a great deal against Calvin’s doctrine, who an¬ 
swered him in his impious work De JEterna Dei Prcedes- 
tinatione (24). 

67.—About the year 1553, Calvin caused Michael Servetus to 
be burned, and thus he who, in the dedication of his work to 
Francis I., called the magistrates who burned heretics, Diocletians, 
became, in the case of Servetus, a Diocletian himself. These are 
the facts of the case (25): Calvin procured from the Fair of 
Frankfort the Dialogues of Servetus, in which he denied the 
Trinity, and published several other errors we shall see here¬ 
after. When he read this, he immediately marked his prey, as 
he had an old grudge against him, since once he proved him in a 
disputation to have made a false quotation. Servetus was passing 
through Geneva, on his way to Italy, and as it was Sunday, 
Calvin was to preach that evening after dinner. Servetus was 
curious to hear him, and expected to escape observation. He 
was betrayed, however, to Calvin, who was just going into the 
pulpit, and he immediately ran to the house of one of the Con¬ 
suls to get an order for his arrest, on a charge of heresy. By 
the laws of Geneva it was ordered, that no one should be im¬ 
prisoned unless his accuser would consent to go to prison also. 
Calvin, accordingly, got a servant of his to make the charge, 
and go to prison, and in the servant’s name forty charges were 
brought against Servetus. Undergoing an examination, he 
asserted that the Divine Word was not a person subsisting, and 
hence it followed, that Jesus Christ was but a mere man. Calvin 
was then summoned, and seeing that Servetus was condemned by 
that avowal of his opinions, he proposed that his condemnation 
should be sanctioned, not by the Church of Geneva alone, but by 
the Churches of Zurich, Basle, and Berne, likewise. They all 
agreed in condemning him to be burned to death by a slow lire, 
and the sentence was carried into execution on the 17th of 

(24) Nat. Alex. cit. sec. 1, n. 8; 

Gotti, loc. cit. n. 14. 


(25) Varillas, t. 2, l. 20. 
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October, 1553(26). Varillas quotes a writer who asserts, that 
when Servetus was led to punishment he cried out: “0 God, save 
my soul; Jesus, Son of the Eternal God, have pity on me,” It is 
worthy of remark, that he did not say Eternal Son of God, and 
hence it appears that he died obstinately in his errors, by a most 
horrible death, for being fastened to the stake by an iron chain, 
when the pile was lighted, a violent wind blew the flames on one 
side, so that the unhappy wretch was burning for two or three 
hours before death put an end to his torment, and he was heard 
to cry out: “ Wo is me, I can neither live nor die.” Thus he 
perished at the age of thirty-six (27). In the following year 
Calvin, to defend himself from the charge of being called a 
Diocletian, published a treatise to prove that hy Scripture and 
Tradition, and the custom of the first ages, it was lawful to put 
obstinate heretics to death. This was answered by Martin 
Bellius ; but Theodore Beza wrote a long rejoinder in defence of 
Calvin, and thus we see how inconsistently heretics act in blaming 
the Catholic Church at that time, for making use of the secular 
arm to punish heresy, when in theory and practice they did the 
same themselves. 

68.—In the year 1555, the Calvinists had the vanity to send 
a mission to America, to endeavour to introduce their poisonous 
doctrines among these simple people. For this purpose, Nicholas 
Durant, a zealous French Calvinist, equipped three vessels, with 
consent of the King, in which he and many other Calvinists, 
some of them noblemen, embarked for Brazil, under the pretext 
of a commercial speculation; but their primary object was to in¬ 
troduce Calvinism. When Calvin heard of this, he sent two 
Ministers to accompany them—one of the name of Peter Richer, 
an apostate Carmelite; the other a young aspirant of the name 
of William Carter. In the month of November this impious 
Mission arrived in Brazil, but turned out a total failure, as the 
two ministers could not agree on the doctrine of the Eucharist, 
for Richer said that the Word made flesh should not be adored. 
According to the words of St. John, “the spirit quickeneth, the 
flesh availeth nothing,” and hence he deduced, that the Eucharist 

(26) Varillas, t. 2, l. 20, p. 219; 

Gotti, c. Ill, sec. 3, n. 1; Nat. 

Alex. loc. cit. sec. 1, n. 9. 


(27) Varillas, 20, p 221. 
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was of no use to those who received it. This dispute put an end 
to the Mission, and Durant himself, in the year 1558, publicly 
abjured Calvinism, and returned to the Church, which he after¬ 
wards defended by his writings (28). 

69.—In the year 1557, a number of Calvinists were discovered 
in Paris clandestinely celebrating the Supper by night in a pri¬ 
vate house, contrary to the Royal Ordinances. One hundred 
and twenty were taken and imprisoned, and a rumour was 
abroad, that many enormities were committed in these nocturnal 
meetings. They were all punished, and even some of them were 
burned alive (29). In the year 1560, the Calvinistic heresy 
having now become strong in France, the conspiracy of Amboise 
was discovered. This was principally directed against the 
Princes of the House of Guise, and Francis II., King of France, 
and Louis, Prince of Conde, and brother of the King of Navarre, 
was at the head of it. Calvin mentioned this conspiracy in a 
letter to his friends, Rullinger and Blauret, in which he admits 
that he was acquainted with it, but says he endeavoured to pre¬ 
vent it. It is easy to see, however, his disappointment at its 
failure. It is said by some authors that this was the time when 
the French Calvinists first adopted the name of Huguenots (30). 
The Conference of Poissy was also held at this time. Calvin 
expected that his party would have the victory ; in this he was 
disappointed ; but the heretics, thus beaten, remained as obstinate 
as ever, and began to put on such a bold face that they preached 
publicly in the streets of Paris. A scandalous transaction took 
place on this account: A Minister named Malois was preaching 
near the church of St. Medard; when the bell rang for Vespers, 
the heretics sent to have it stopped, as it prevented them from 
hearing the preacher. The people in the church continued to 
ring on, when the Calvinists, leaving the sermon, rushed furiously 
into the church, broke the images, cast down the altars, 
trampled on the Most Holy Sacrament, wounded several Eccle¬ 
siastics, and then dragged thirty-six of them, tied with ropes, 
and covered with blood, through the streets of the city to prison. 
Beza wrote a flaming account of this victory of the Faith, as he 
called it, to Calvin. 

(28) Nat. Alex. t. 10, ar. 13, sec. 1, (29) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 6. 

n. 10; Varillas, /. 21, p. 256; Gotti, (30) Varillas, /. 23, n. 331; Gotti, 

c. Ill , sec. 3, n. 5. loc. cit. n. 8. 
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70. —At length the day of Divine vengeance for the wretched 
Calvin drew nigh; he died in Geneva, in 1564, on the 26th day 
of May, in the 54th year of his age. Beza says he died calmly; 
but William Bolsee, the writer of his life, and others, quoted by 
Noel Alexander and Gotti (31), assert that he died calling on the 
devil, and cursing his life, his studies, his writings, and, at the 
same time, exhaling a horrible stench from his ulcers, and thus 
he appeared before Christ, the Judge, to answer for all the souls 
lost, or to be lost, through his means. 

71. —Varillas, in his account of Calvin’s character and per¬ 
sonal qualities, says (32), he was endowed by God with a pro¬ 
digious memory, so that he never forgot what he once read, and 
that his intellect was so acute, especially in logical and theological 
subtleties, that he at once discovered the point on which every 
thing hinged in the doubts proposed to him. He was indefatigable 
in studying, in preaching, in writing, and in teaching, and it is 
wonderful how any man could write so many works during the 
time he lived, and besides, he preached almost every day, gave a 
theological lecture every week, on every Friday held a long con¬ 
ference with his followers on doubts of faith, and almost all his 
remaining time was taken up in clearing up and answering the 
knotty questions of his friends. He was very temperate both in 
eating and drinking, not so much through any love of the virtue 
of abstinence, as from a weakness of stomach, so that he was some¬ 
times two days without eating. He suffered also from hypochon¬ 
dria, and frequent headaches, and henee his delicate health made 
him melancholy. He was very emaciated, and his colour was so 
bad, that he appeared as if bronzed all over. He was fond of so¬ 
litude, and spoke but little. He was graceless in his delivery, and 
frequently, in his sermons, used to break out in invectives against 
the Catholic Church and people. He was prompt in giving advice 
or answers, but proud and rash, and so rude and intractable, 
that he easily fell out with all who were obliged to have any 
communication with him (33). He was very vain of himself, and 
on that account affected extreme gravity. He was the slave of 

(31) Nat. Alex. see. 1, n. 16; Gotti, (33) Spondan. ad an. 1564; Nat. 

„ n A1^,- i o _ _ m. 


ibid, n. 9. 

(32) Varillas, /. 1, /. 10, p. 459. 


Alex. ar. 13, sec. n. 16; Gotti, 
loc. cit. sec. 3, n . 10; Varillas, /. 
12, t. 1, l. 10, p. 450. 
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almost every vice, but especially hatred, anger, and vindictive¬ 
ness, and on that account Bucer, though his friend, in a letter of 
admonition to him, says he is a mad dog, and as a writer inclined 
to speak badly of every one. He was addicted to immorality, at 
all events, in his youth, and Spondanus says (34), he was charged 
even with an unnameable offence, and Bolsec even says in his 
life of him, that he was condemned to death for it in Noyon, but 
that, through the intercession of the Bishop, the punishment was 
changed to branding with a red-hot iron. Varillas says (35), 
that in the registry of Noyon a leaf is marked with this condem¬ 
nation, but without mentioning the offence; but Noel Alexander 
says (36) positively, that both the certificate of the condemnation 
and the offence was preserved in Noyon, and that it was shown 
to, and read by, Berteler, Secretary of the Republic of Geneva, 
sent on purpose to verify the fact. Cardinal Gotti says (37), that 
when he taught Greek in Angouleme the same charge was brought 
against him by his scholars, and that he was condemned there 
likewise. Such are the virtues attributed to the pretended 
Reformers of the Church (38). 

(34) Spondan. ad an. 1534. (37) Gotti, sec. 1, n. 6. 

(35) Varillas, loc. cit. (38) Remundus, /. 1, c. 9, n. 3. 

(36) Nat. Alex. cit. n. 16, in fin. 



356 


THE HISTORY OF HERESIES, 


§ II. 


THEODORE BEZA, THE HUGUENOTS, AND OTHER CALVINISTS, WHO 
DISTURBED FRANCE, SCOTLAND, AND ENGLAND. 


72.-Theodore Beza; his character and vices. 73.-His learning, employments, 
and death. 74.-Conference of St. Francis de Sales with Beza. 75.-Con¬ 
tinuation of the same subject. 76, 77.-Disorders of the Huguenots in 
France. 78.-Horrors committed by them; they are proscribed in France. 
79.-Their disorders in Flanders. 80.-And in Scotland. 81 .-Mary Stuart 
is married to Francis II. 82.-She returns to Scotland, and marries 
Darnley; next Bothwell ; is driven by violence to make a fatal renunciation 
of her Crown in favour of her son. 83.-She takes refuge in England, and 
is imprisoned by Elizabeth, and afterwards condemned to death by her. 
84.-Edifying death of Mary StUart. 85.-James I., the son of Mary, 
succeeds Elizabeth; he is succeeded by his son, Charles I., who was 
beheaded. 86.-He is succeeded by his son, Charles II., who is succeeded 
by his brother, James II., a Catholic, who died in France. 


72.—At Calvin’s death, he left the direction of the unfortunate 
city of Geneva to Theodore Beza, a worthy successor of his, both 
in life and doctrines. He was born on the 24th of June, 1519, 
in Vezelais, in Burgundy, of a noble family, and was educated 
his uncle, who sent him to Paris, to study his Humanity, and 
afterwards to Orleans, to learn Greek, under Melchior Wolmar, 
Calvin’s master, first in Greek, and next in heresy. His appear¬ 
ance was agreeable, his manners polished, and he was a great 
favourite with all his acquaintance. He led, when young, an 
immoral life, and wrote several amatory poems; he had an 
intrigue with a tailor’s wife in Paris, of the name of Claudia, and 
he has been charged with even more abominable crimes. His 
uncle resigned a Priorate, which he held, in his favour, and, 
likewise, made him his heir; but he spent not only that and his 
paternal property, but oven stole the chalices and ornaments of a 
church belonging to the natives of Burgundy, in Orleans, of 
which he was Procurator. For this he was imprisoned, but soon 
liberated; and soon after he published in Paris a shocking 
epigram, regarding a person named Audabert, which induced the 
Court of Paris to order his imprisonment. This terrified him, 
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for, if convicted of the crime he was charged with, the penalty 
was burning alive. He was reduced to the greatest poverty, for 
he not only ran through his property, but also sold his Priorate 
for twelve hundred crowns; and even in this transaction, he was 
guilty of dishonesty, for he prevailed on the agents of his benefice 
to pay him the revenue of it before it came due. Covered with 
infamy, he changed his name to Theobald May, and fled to 
Geneva, taking Claudia with him, whom he then married, though 
her husband was still living. He presented himself to Calvin, 
who, finding he studied under Wolmar, received him, and pro¬ 
cured him a Professorship of Greek, and from that he was pro¬ 
moted to a Professorship of Theology in Lausanne. The 
Ministers of that city, though apostates, yet having a knowledge 
of the crimes already committed by Beza, and seeing the de¬ 
bauched life he led, refused to admit him to the Ministry; but 
he was sustained by Calvin, whom he venerated almost to 
adoration, so that he was called Calvinolator, the adorer of 
Calvin (1). 

73. — In his teaching he surpassed even Calvin in impiety, for 
the one admitted, though obscurely, the body of Christ in the 
Eucharist, but the other said, in the Conference of Poissy, that 
the body of Christ was as far from the Eucharist as heaven is 
from the earth ; and although he was obliged to retract, never¬ 
theless, in a letter of his, he again repeats the same sentiment (2); 
and one of his companions, as Spondanus tells us, said, what 
wonder is it, that Beza does not believe that, when he scarcely 
believes in the existence of God (3). On the occasion of the 
outbreak of the Calvinists against the Priests of the Church of 
St. Medard (N. 69), he boasted not only of the insult to the 
Church and the Priests, but especially of the horrible profanation 
of the Holy Eucharist. Pie wrote a letter of congratulation to 
the Queen of England, praising her for assisting to plant the 
Faith in France by blood and slaughter; and when he went to 
the Congress of Worms, where Calvin sent him, to try and gain 
friends for his sect, and Melancthon asked him, “ Why the French 
caused so many disasters in France ?” He said, “They only did 

(1) Gotti, c. 114, sec. 4, n , l, 6 ; (2) Berti, Brev. Hist. t. 2, sec . 16, 

Varillas, t. 2, L 18, 137. c. 1. 

(3) Spondan, ad An. 1561, n, 19. 
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what the Apostles had done before them.” “ Why, then,” said 
Melancthon, do you not suffer stripes, as the Apostles did.” Beza 
made him no answer, but turned his back on him. Although 
nearly seventy years old when his wife Claudia died, he married 
a very young widow, of whom we shall have occasion to speak 
hereafter. Florimund (4) says, that a nobleman of Guienne 
returning from Home, in the year 1600, called on Beza„ and 
found him a venerable old man, with a long white beard, and in 
his hand a beautifully bound little volume. When the gentle¬ 
man asked him what it contained, he showed him that it was a 
book of sonnets, and said: “ Sic tempus fallo”—“ I thus cheat 
time.” e< Oh,” said the gentleman to a friend of his, “ is it thus 
this holy man, with one foot already in Charon’s bark, passes his 
time.” Beza continued for forty-one years after Calvin’s death 
to govern the Church of Geneva, or, rather, to poison it by his 
bad example and doctrine; he was, however, called to account 
for all before God, in the year 1605, the eighty-fifth of his 
age (5). Let not the reader wonder that I have said so much 
about the vices of Luther, Calvin, and Beza. 1 have done so on 
purpose, that every one may understand that God did not send 
such men to reform his Church, but, rather, the devil, to destroy 
it. In this, however, no heresiarch ever can or ever has suc¬ 
ceeded, for our Lord has promised to protect it to the end of the 
world, “ and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

74.—I will here relate a Conference St. Francis de Sales had 
with Beza, about the year 1597, as we find it in the Saint’s 
life (6). Clement VIII. desired St. Francis to see Beza, and try 
could he convert him. The Saint made his way into Geneva, at 
the risk of his life, and called on Beza, whom he found alone. 
He commenced, by begging Beza not to believe all he heard of 
him from his enemies. Beza answered, that he always con¬ 
sidered St. Francis a man of learning and merit, but that he 
regretted seeing him devote his energies to prop up anything so 
weak as the Catholic religion. St. Francis then asked him, if it 
was his opinion, that a man could be saved in the Catholic 
Church ? Beza demanded a little time, before he would give his 

4) Floremund, Remund. /. 8, c. 17, (6) Vita di St. Francesco di Sales, da 

n. 6. Pietro Gallo, l. 2, c. 21, 22. 

(5) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 7, 10. 
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answer; he went into his study, remained walking about for a 
quarter of an hour, and then coming out said: “ Yes; I believe 
that a man may be saved in the Catholic Church. 5 ’ “Why, 
then,” said St. Francis, “have you established your Reformation 
with so much bloodshed and destruction, since, without any 
danger a man may be saved, and never leave the Catholic 
Church.” “ You have put obstacles in the way of salvation,” said 
Beza, “ in the Catholic Church, by inculcating the necessity of 
good works; but we, by teaching salvation by Faith alone, have 
smoothened the way to heaven.” “ But you,” said St. Francis, 
“ by denying the necessity of good works, destroy all human 
and divine laws, which threaten punishment to the wicked, and 
promise rewards to the good; and Christ says, in the Gospel, 
that not only those who do evil, but, likewise, those who omit to 
do the good commanded to be done, shall suffer eternal punish¬ 
ment. It is necessary, also,” said he, “in order to know the 
true Faith, that there should be some judge from whom there is 
no appeal, and to whose judgment all should submit; for other¬ 
wise disputes never would have an end, and the truth never could 
be found.” Beza then began talking about the Council of Trent, 
and said that the only rule of Faith was the Scriptures, and that 
the Council did not follow them. St. Francis answered, that the 
Scriptures had different meanings, and that it was necessary that 
their true sense should be decided by the Church. “ But,” said 
Beza, “ the Scriptures are clear, and the Holy Ghost gives to 
every one the internal understanding of their true sense.” 
“ How, then, does it happeu,” said St. Francis, “ if the Scrip¬ 
ture be clear, and the Holy Ghost inspires the true sense of 
it to every one, that Luther and Calvin, both, in the opinion of 
the Reformers, inspired by God, held the most opposite opinions 
in the most important questions of Religion. Luther says, that 
the real body of Christ is in the Eucharist; Calvin, on the other 
hand, that it is only the virtue of Christ. How, then, can we 
know, when so great a difference exists, to which of the two, 
Luther or Calvin, the Holy Ghost has revealed the truth ? Be¬ 
sides, Luther denies the Canonicity of the Epistle of St. James, 
and of some other books of the Holy Scriptures; Calvin admits it. 
Whom are we to believe ?” They had now been disputing for three 
hours, and when Beza saw himself thus hemmed up in a corner, 
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he lost his temper, and only answered the Saint’s arguments by 
abuse. St. Francis, then, with his accustomed meekness, said lie 
did not come to give him any annoyance, and took his leave. 

75.—Some time after, again at the request of the Pope, St. 
Francis paid him a second visit, and, among many things then 
discussed, they argued especially concerning Free Will, for 
Calvin blasphemously asserted, that whatever man does, he does 
through necessity—that if he is predestined he does what is 
good—if he is not, he does what is evil. The Saint proved the 
doctrine of Free Will so clearly, both from the Old and the New 
Testament, that Beza was convinced of its truth, and, cordially 
taking St. Francis by the hand, said that he daily prayed to 
God, that if he was not in the right way, he might lead him to 
it. This shows the doubts he entertained of his new faith; for 
those who are certain that they profess the true faith, never 
pray to God, to enlighten them to adopt another, but to confirm 
and preserve them in the Faith they profess. Finally, St. 
Francis thinking him now better disposed after this acknowledg¬ 
ment, spoke to him plainly, and told him, that now his years 
should lead him to reflect whether he was not letting the time of 
mercy pass by, and preparing himself for the day of justice— 
that, as he was now near the close of life, he should defer his 
conversion no longer, but return immediately to the Church he 
had forsaken—that if he feared the persecution he would suffer 
from the Calvinists, he should remember he ought to suffer every 
thing for his eternal salvation ; but as Luther himself remarked, 
it is hard to expect that the head of any sect will forsake the 
doctrines he has taught others, and become a convert.. Beza 
said that he did not despair of salvation in his own Church. The 
Saint then seeing that his heart was made of stone, left him under 
a promise of returning soon again to visit him; but this was not 
in his power, for the Genevese put guards to watch their Minister, 
and determined to put St. Francis to death if he ever came 
again. Some say that Beza was anxious to see him again, and 
that he retracted his errors, and that on that account his friends 
gave out that the violence of his sickness deranged his mind; but 
we know nothing of this for certain, and it is most probable that 
he died as he lived. The writer of St. Francis’s life says, also, 
that Des Hayes, Governor of Montargis, being in Geneva, and 
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conversing familiarly one day with Bcza, asked him, why he 
remained in his new sect? He pointed out to him a young 
woman in his house, and said, this is what retains me ; and it is 
supposed that this was his second wife, whom he married when 
he was seventy years old. 

76. —We have now to speak of the French Calvinists, or 
Huguenots, as they are generally called, as is supposed, from 
the castle of Ilugon, near Toulouse, close by which they had 
their first conventicle, and of the desolation they caused in 
France. Volumes would not suffice to relate all the destruction 
caused by Calvin and his followers, not only in France, but in 
many other countries. I will only then give a sketch of them, 
to show how much harm one perverse heresiarch may occasion. 
During the reigns of Francis I. and his son, Henry II., though 
both zealous Catholics, and ever prosecuting the Calvinists with 
the utmost rigour, even condemning many of them to the stake, 
still this heresy was so spread through every province of the 
kingdom, that there was not a city or town but had its temple 
and ministers of the new sect. In the year 1559, however, 
when Henry was succeeded by his son, Francis II., only sixteen 
years of age, it broke forth like a torrent, and overwhelmed the 
whole kingdom with errors, sacrileges, sedition, and blood¬ 
shed (7). Jcane, Queen of Navarre, was the chief promoter of 
all this; she used all her endeavours to extinguish the Faith; she 
encouraged the heretics to take up arms, and when they were 
worsted, she was always ready to assist them. She encouraged 
Louis Bourbon, Prince of Conde, too, at his first presentation to 
her, to take up arms in the cause of the Reformation, and she 
was the head of the conspiracy of Amboise, which, however, did 
not succeed according to her wishes (8). The Huguenots, how¬ 
ever, are blamed for the death of the young King, Francis II., 
who, it is said, was poisoned by a Huguenot surgeon, at the age 
of seventeen, by putting poison into his ear while treating him 
for an abscess (9). 

77. —A royal decree was published in the reign of Charles IX., 
granting leave to the Calvinists to hold meetings, and preach 

(7) Van Kanst, Ilist. sec. 10, p. 322. (9) Spondan, ad an, 1560, n, 7. 

(8) Van Ranst, loc. cit. vide Her. t. 

2, c. 272. j 
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outside the cities, and on this occasion, nothing could equal the 
disturbances they caused. The first outbreak took place in 
Vassay, in Champagne, where seventy Calvinists were killed; 
the Prince of Conde immediately put himself at the head of the 
Calvinistic party, and they declared war against their King and 
country. They took several cities, and destroyed the churches, 
broke open the tombs of Saints, and burned their relics. Many 
battles were subsequently fought, in which the rebels were 
beaten, though not conquered. The first was fought in Dreux, 
in the Yennassain, in which Conde was taken prisoner by Francis 
of Guise, who commanded the Catholics, and Anthony, King of 
Navarre, who commanded the royal army, was so severely 
wounded, that he died shortly after, leaving an only son Henry, 
who was afterward the famous Henry IV., King of France. In 
the following year, 1563, while the Duke of Guise, commander 
of the royal troops, was besieging Orleans, he was treacherously 
wounded by one John Poltroze, employed by Beza; the wound 
proved mortal, and the Queen-Mother made a treaty of peace 
with the heretics, most hurtful to the Catholic interests, but 
which was subsequently modified by another edict (10). 

78.—The Calvinists went to war again in 1567, and were 
again beaten, and in the year 1569, the Catholics gained the 
battle of Jarnac, in which the Prince of Conde, leader of the 
Calvinists, was killed (11). In the year 1572, a great number 
of Calvinists were killed on St. Bartholomew’s day, and it is 
thought that not less than a hundred thousand Calvinists perished 
in this war; such were the hellish fruits of the doctrines Calvin 
taught. It is terrifying to read the details of the excesses 
committed by the Calvinists against the Churches, the Priests, 
the Sacred Images, and especially the Holy Eucharist. It is 
related in the Annals of France, in the year 1563 (12), that a 
Huguenot went into the church of St. Genevieve, and possessed 
by a diabolical spirit, snatched the Sacred Host out of the hands 
of the officiating Priest; he paid dearly, however, for the 
sacrilege, as he was immediately taken, his hand was cut off, he 
was then hanged, and his body burned. As an atonement for this 

(10) Nat. Alex, t, 19, c. 11, art. 9, n . (11) Nat. Alex. n. 5 ; Hermant, t. 2, 

3, & 4. c. 306. 

(12) Apud Gotti, c. Ill, s. 4, n. 15. 
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irreverence, the same month, the King, his mother, the Princes of 
the blood, and the Parliament, went in procession from the chapel 
royal to the church of St. Genievieve, bearing lighted torches in 
their hands. About this time, also, the Huguenots, burned the 
body of St. Francis a Paula, which was preserved incorrupt for 
fifty years, in the church of St. Gregory of Tours, in the suburbs 
of Tours. Louis XIY. used every means, by sending preachers 
among these sectaries, to convert them, and finally adopted such 
rigorous measures against them, that a great many returned to 
the Faith, and those who refused compliance, left the kingdom. 
Innocent XL, in the year 1685, wrote him a letter, praising his 
zeal (13). 

79.—Would to God, however, that the plague never spread 
further than France, and never tainted any other kingdom. 
The Low Countries were likewise infected by it, and the chief 
reason of its spreading there, was on account of the Lutheran and 
Calvinistic troops, maintained by the house of Austria to oppose 
France; both sects rivalled each other in making proselytes 
there, but Calvin sent many of his disciples to Flanders, and 
the Calvinists, therefore, remained the most numerous. The 
Flemings, also, felt themselves aggrieved by the Spanish 
Governors, and succeeded with Philip II., in obtaining the recal 
of Cardinal Granville, who had been sent as Counsellor of Mary, 
Queen of Hungary, and sister of Charles V., Regent of the Low 
Countries. This was a most fatal blow to the Catholic cause, 
for this great prelate, by his vigorous measures, and his zealous 
administration of his Inquisitorial powers, kept the heretics in 
check, but after his departure, in 1556, they broke out into open 
insurrection, wrecked the churches of Antwerp, broke the altars 
and images, and left the monasteries heaps of ruins, and this 
sedition spread through Brabant and other provinces, already 
infected with heresy, so that the Regent felt herself obliged to 
grant them a provisional licence for the exercise of their false 
Religion. King Philip refused to ratify this concession, and the 
heretics again took up arms; the King then sent the Duke of 
Alva with a powerful army to chastise them, but the Prince of 
Orange, though under many obligaions to the King of Spain, 


(13) Gotti, loc. cit. n. 16, c. 17. 
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proclaimed himself chief of the rebels and Calvinists, and led an 
army of thirty thousand Germans into the Low Countries (14). 
The scale of victory inclined sometimes to one side, sometimes to 
another, but the whole province was in rebellion against the King 
of Spain and the authority of the Catholic Church. The best 
authority to consult regarding this war of the Netherlands is 
Cardinal Bentivoglio. Although the Calvinists were most nu¬ 
merous in Holland, it is now divided between a thousand sects— 
Calvinists, Lutherans, Anabaptists, Socinians, Arians, and the like. 
There are, likewise, a great number of Catholics; and, although 
they do not enjoy the free exercise of their Religion, still they are 
tolerated, and allowed to have private chapels in the cities, and in 
the country towns and villages they enjoy greater freedom* (15). 

80.—Calvinism spread itself also into Scotland, and totally 
infected that kingdom. Varillas (16) gives the whole history of 
its introduction there; we will give a sketch of it. The perver¬ 
sion of this kingdom commenced with John Knox, an apostate 
Priest, of dissolute morals, who was at first a Lutheran, but after¬ 
wards residing some time in Geneva, and being intimate with 
Calvin, became one of his followers, and so ardent was he 
in his new Religion, that he promised Calvin that he would risk 
everything to plant it in Scotland; soon after, he quitted Geneva, 
and came to Scotland, to put his design into execution. The 
opportunity was not long wanting. Henry VIII., King of 
England, strove to induce his nephew, James V., King of Scot¬ 
land, to follow his example, and establish a schism, and separate 
himself from tho Roman Church, and invited him to meet him 
in some place where they could hold a conference, and discuss 
the matter. King James excused himself under various pretexts, 
and the upshot of the matter was, that Henry went to war with 
him. James gave the command of his army to a favourite of 
his, Oliver Sinclair, whom the nobility obeyed with the greatest 
reluctance, as he was not of noble birth, and the consequence 
was, that the Scots were beaten, and James died of grief (17), 

(14) Varillas, t. 2, l. 27, dalla p. 441, (16) Varillas Hist. Her. t. 2, l. 28, 

Jovet Storia della Relia. t . 1, p 95. dalla p. 471; Hermant Ilistor. de 

(15) Jovet loc. cit, p. 105. Concil. t. 2, c. 265. 

(17) Varillas, p. 475. 


* N.B,—This 'was written in 1770. 
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leaving an infant only eight clays old, to inherit his throne, Mary 
Stuart. Now this was exactly what Knox wanted; a long 
regency was just the thing to give him an opportunity to 
establish his opinions, and he unfortunately succeeded so well, 
that he substituted Calvinism for Catholicity. The infant Mary, 
being now Queen of Scotland, Henry VIII., asked her in mar¬ 
riage for his son Edward, afterwards the sixth of that name, and 
then only five years old. This demand raised two parties in the 
kingdom. James Hamilton, Earl of Arran, then all-powerful in 
Scotland, and Governor of the kingdom, favoured Henry’s wishes, 
gained over by Knox, who had already instilled heretical opinions 
into his mind ; and one great reason he alledged was, that 
it would establish a perpetual peace between the two kingdoms. 
On the contrary, the Archbishop of St. Andrew’s, David 
Beatoun (18), afterwards Cardinal, and the Catholics, gave it all 
the opposition in their power, as tending to make Scotland a 
province of England; but the chief cause of their opposition to 
it, was the injury to Religion, for this marriage would draw 
Scotland into schism. 

81.—Meanwhile, the Regent, who was a friend of the heretics, 
permitted the Calvinists to disseminate their doctrines, and gave 
liberty to every one in private or in public to pray as he liked, 
or, in other words, to choose whatever religion ho pleased. 
The Archbishop opposed this concession, but the Calvinists rose 
in arms against him, and imprisoned him, and made him promise 
to favour the English alliance. In this, however, they did not 
succeed, for previous to her departure for England, the Cardinal, 
with consent of the Queen-Motlier, Mary of Lorrain, sister to 
the Prince of Guise, proposed to Francis I., King of France, to 
marry Mary to the Dauphin, son of Henry II. The King of 
France was very well pleased with the proposal, and sent a large 
body of troops into Scotland, which kept the Calvinists in check,, 
and enabled the Queen Regent to send her daughter to France, 
and so Mary was sent, before she completed her seventh year, to 
be brought up in the family of Henry II., and in time to be 
married to his son, Francis II. On the death of Irancis I. and 
Henry II., Mary was married to Francis II., but was soon left a 


(18) Varillas, loc, cit. 
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widow, and the marriage was not blessed with children. Queen 
Mary then returned to Scotland, where she found religious 
affairs in the greatest confusion. The Calvinists assassinated the 
Archbishop in his very chamber, and afterwards hanged his 
body out of the window (19). 

82. —The rebels, likewise, in this sedition, destroyed the 
churches, and obliged the Queen-Mother to grant them the 
free exercise of Calvinism. Such was the miserable state of 
the kingdom when the Queen returned to it from France; 
and she immediately set about remedying these religious dis¬ 
orders. About the year 1568 she married Henry Darnley (20), 
who was afterwards assassinated in the King’s house by Earl 
Both well, leaving one son, afterwards James VI (21). Both well, 
blinded with love of the Queen, engaged a body of conspirators, 
seized her as she was returning from visiting her son at Stirling, 
brought her to a castle, and obliged her to marry him. On 
hearing this the Calvinists immediately broke out into rebellion 
against her, and accused her of being privy to the murder of her 
former husband, since she married his murderer, but the prin¬ 
cipal cause of their hatred to her was her religion. Bothwell 
himself, however, who had to fly to Denmark from this outbreak, 
declared before his death that the Queen was perfectly innocent 
of Henry Darnley’s murder. The Calvinists, however, glad of 
a pretext to persecute the Queen, became so bold at last, that 
they took her prisoner and confined her in a castle, and the per¬ 
fidious Knox advised that she should be put to death. The rebels 
did not go so far as that, but they told her that she should con¬ 
sent to be banished either into France or England, and should 
renounce the crown in favour of her son, and on her refusal they 
threatened to throw her into the lake, and one of them had the 
cowardice to hold a dagger to her breast. Under fear of death 
she then took the pen and signed the deed making over the 
kingdom to her son, then thirteen months old (22). 

83. —The poor Queen was still detained in prison, notwith¬ 
standing her renunciation, so some of her friends planned and 
accomplished her liberation, but not knowing where to seek a 
place of security, she unfortunately sought it in England from 


(19) Varill, t. 2, /. 28, P . 426. 

(20) Varill. p. 479. 


(21) Varill. p. 500. 

(22) Varill. p. 502, 503. 
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Queen Elizabeth, who promised to aid and assist her as a sister 
Sovereign. Thus she threw herself into the power of the very 
woman of all others most anxious to deprive her of life and 
kingdom, for Mary was her only rival, and the greatest difficulty 
the Pope had in recognizing Elizabeth was, that while Mary 
lived she was the lawful inheritor of the English throne. When 
Mary arrived in England, Elizabeth pretended to receive (23) 
her ; but she imprisoned her—first, at Carlisle, and afterwards in 
Bolton—under pretence that her enemies wished to make away 
with her. The national pride of the Scotch was raised when they 
learned their Queen was a prisoner, and they invaded England 
with six thousand men. Elizabeth, then unprepared for war, 
had recourse to craft to avert the blow, and she therefore pro¬ 
mised Mary that if she used her authority to make the Scotch 
retire from England, she would assist her to recover her king¬ 
dom, but otherwise that there would be no chance of her libera¬ 
tion till the war was at an end. Mary yielded, and ordered the 
Scotch to disband themselves, under pain of high treason; the 
chiefs of the party were thus constrained to obey, but she was 
still kept in prison, and Elizabeth, to have another pretext for 
detaining her, induced Murray, a natural brother of Mary, and 
the Countess of Lennox, mother of the murdered Darnley, to 
accuse her of procuring her husband's murder. Elizabeth ap¬ 
pointed a commission to try her, and though many persons of 
the greatest weight took up her defence, still after being im¬ 
prisoned nineteen years, and having changed from prison to 
prison, sixteen times in England alone, she was condemned to 
be beheaded. She received the news of her sentence with the 
greatest courage, and an entire resignation to the divine will. 
She asked for a pen, and wrote three requests to Elizabeth: 
First—That after her death her servants might be at liberty to 
go where they pleased. Second—To allow her to be buried 
in consecrated ground; and, Third—Not to prosecute any one 
who wished to follow the Catholic faith. 

84.—The execution of the sentence was deferred for two 
months, but on the day appointed, the 18th of February, 1587, 
at the dawn of day the officers of justice came to conduct her to 


(23) Varill. p. 50 e. seg. 
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the place of execution. The Queen asked for a confessor to 
prepare her for death, but was refused, and a minister was sent 
to her whom she refused to receive. It is said that she received 
the holy Communion herself, having, by permission of the Pope, 
St. Pius V., retained a consecrated particle for that purpose (24). 
She then dressed herself with all the elegance of a bride, prayed 
for a short time in her oratory, and went to the scaffold which 
was prepared in the hall of Fotheringay Castle, the last prison 
she inhabited. Every thing was covered with black, the hall, 
the scaffold, and the pulpit from which the sentence was read. 
Mary entered, covered with a long veil, which reached to her 
feet, a golden cross on her breast, a Rosary pendant at her girdle, 
and a crucifix in one hand, the Office of the Blessed Virgin in 
the other. She went forward with a majestic gait, and calling 
Melvin, her Major-domo, she saluted him with a serene counte¬ 
nance, and said: “ My dear Melvin, when I am dead go to my 
son, and tell him that I die in the Catholic Religion, and tell him 
if he loves me or himself to follow no other; let him put his 
trust in God, and He will help him, and tell him to pardon Eliza¬ 
beth for my death, which I voluntarily embrace for the Faith.” 
She then requested the Governor to allow the persons composing 
her suite to be present at her death, that they might certify that 
she died in the Catholic Faith. She knelt down on a cushion 
covered with black, and heard the sentence signed by Elizabeth’s 
own hand read, she then laid her head on the block, and the 
executioner cut it off at the second stroke. Her body was buried 
near Queen Catherine’s, the wife of Henry VIII., and it is said 
this inscription was put on her tomb, but immediately after re¬ 
moved by order of Elizabeth : “ Maria Scotorum Regina virtu- 
tibus Regiis et animo Rcgio ornata, tyrannica crudelitate orna- 
mentum nostri soculi extinguiter.” Mary’s death filled all Europe 
with horror and compassion for her fate, and even Elizabeth, 
when she heard it, could not conceal the effect it had on her, and 
said it was too precipitate, but for all that she continued to 
persecute the Catholics more and more, and added many martyrs 
to the Church (25). 

(24) Vide P. Suar. t. 3, in St. Thom. (25) Varillas, sopra, t. 2, L 28; Bern, 
r. 72, ar. 8, in fin. t . 4, s. 16, c. 11; Joves Istoria della 

Rel. t. 2, p. 84; Dizion. Fort. 
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85. —James VI., King of Scotland, and the son of Queen 
Mary, took little heed of his mother’s advice or example, for, 
after Elizabeth’s death, being then King of Scotland, he suc¬ 
ceeded her, and took the title of James I., King of Great Britain, 
and the year after his coronation, which took place in 1603, ho 
ordered, under pain of death, that all Catholic Priests should 
quit the kingdom. In the year 1606 he brought out that famous 
declaration that the King of England was independent of the 
Roman Church, called the Oath of Supremacy. He died in 1625, 
the fifty-ninth year of his age, and the twenty-second of his 
English reign. He was the first King who governed the three 
kingdoms of England, Ireland and Scotland, but he lived and 
died a heretic, while his mother lived forty-two years in almost 
continual sorrow and persecution, but died the death of the just* 
This unhappy Monarch was succeeded by his son, Charles I., 
born in thq year 1600, and like his father, the Sovereign of three 
kingdoms; he followed his father’s errors in religion, and sent 
succours to the Calvinists in France, to enable them to retain 
Rochelle, then in their possession. He was unfortunate ; for 
both the Scotch and English Parliamentarians took up arms 
against him, and after several battles he lost the kingdom. He 
took refuge with the Scotch, but they delivered him up to the 
English, and they, at Cromwell’s instigation, who was then 
aiming at sovereign power, condemned him to be beheaded, and 
he died on the scaffold on the 30th of July, 1648, the twenty- 
fifth of his reign and forty-eighth of his age. 

86. —He was succeeded by his son, Charles II., born in 1630 ; 
at his father’s death he went to Scotland, and w T as proclaimed 
King of that country and of England and Ireland likewise. Crom¬ 
well, who then governed the kingdom, under title of Protector of 
England, took the field against him, and put his forces to flight, 
so that Charles had to make his escape in disguise, first to France 
and afterwards to Cologne and Holland. He was recalled after 
Cromwell’s death, which took place in 1658, and was crowned 
King of England in 1661, and died in 1685, at the age of sixty- 
five. He was succeeded by his second brother, James II., born 
in 1633. James was proclaimed King on the day of his brother’s 
death, the 16th of February, 1685, and was soon after proclaimed 
King of Scotland, though he openly declared himself a Roman 
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372 


THE HISTORY OF HERESIES, 


Catholic, and forsook the communion of the English Church. 
Ardently attached to the Faith, he promulgated, in 1687, an 
Edict of Toleration, granting to the Catholics the free exercise 
of Religion, but this lost him his crown, for the English called 
in William, Prince of Orange, who, though James’s son-in-law, 
took possession of the kingdom, and, in 1689, James had to fly 
to France. He soon after went over to Ireland, to keep posses¬ 
sion of that kingdom at all events, but being again beaten he 
fled back again to France, and died in St. Germains, in 1701, 
the sixty-eighth year of his age. As this sovereign did not 
hesitate to sacrifice his temporal kingdom for the Faith, we have 
every reason to believe that he received an eternal crown from 
the Almighty. James II. left one son, James III., who died 
in the Catholic Faith in Rome. 


§ HI. 


THE ERRORS OF CALVIN. 

87.-Calvin adopts the errors of Luther, 88.-Calvm’s errors regarding the 
Scriptures. 89.-The Trinity. 90.-Jesus Christ. 91 .-The Divine Law 
92.-Justification. 93.-Good Works and Free Will. 94.-That God pre¬ 
destines man to sin and to liell, and Faith alone in Jesus Christ is 
sufficient for salvation. 95.-The Sacraments, and especially Baptism. 
96.-Penance. 97.-The Eucharist and the Mass. 98.-He denies Purgatory 
and Indulgences; other errors. 

87.—Calvin adopted almost all the principal errors of Luther, 
who adopted almost all the errors of the ancient heretics, as we 
shall hereafterwards show in the refutation of Luther and Calvin. 
Prateolus (1) reckons two hundred and seven heretical doctrines, 
promulgated by Calvin, and another author (2) makes the number 
amount to fourteen hundred. At present I will only speak of 
the principal errors of Calvin, and will give in the last part of 
the work a particular treatise to refute them. 

(2) Francisc. Forvaudes. in Theo- 
mach. Calv. 


(1) Prateol. Hscr. 13. 
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88. —As regards the Holy Scriptures, Calvin, in his book 
against the Council of Trent (3), says the Church has no right 
to interpret and judge of the true sense of the Scriptures. 
Second—He refuses to receive the Canon of the Scriptures as 
settled by the Council. Third—He denies the authority of the 
Vulgate. Fourth—He denies the Canonicity of the books of 
Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, Tobias, Judith, and the Maccabees, and 
totally rejects Apostolical Traditions (4). 

89. —Regarding the Persons of the Trinity, he does not like 
the words Consubstantial, Hypostasis, or even Trinity. “ I 
wish/ 5 he says, “ all these words were buried in oblivion, and 
we had this Faith alone, that the Father, Son, an<^ Holy Ghost, 
are one God’ 5 (5). The Church, however, has inserted in the 
Office of the Breviary the Athanasian Creed, in which it is posi¬ 
tively laid down that the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, are not only one God, but also three distinct Persons; for 
otherwise one might fall into the errors of Sabellius, who said 
that these were but simple words, and that in the Trinity there 
is but one Divine Nature, and one Person, and on that account 
the Holy Fathers made use of the words Hypostatic and Consub¬ 
stantial to explain both the distinction and the equality of the 
Divine Persons. Second—It is a foolish thing, he says, to 
believe in the continual actual generation of the Son from the 
Eternal Father (6); but this doctrine is not only the general one 
among Theologians (7), but is proved by the Scriptures: “ Thou 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee 55 (Ps. ii, 7). St. 
Augustin, explaining this text, says : “ This day, that is, from all 
eternity, and in every continuous instant, he begets me according 
to my Divine Nature, as his Word and his Natural Son.” 

90. —Speaking of Jesus Christ, he says that he was the medi¬ 

ator of mankind with his Eternal Father before he became man, 
and before Adam sinned (8). “ Not alone,” he says in one of his 

letters, “ did Christ discharge the office of a mediator after the 
fall of Adam, but as the Eternal Word of God.” This is a mani¬ 
fest error, for it was when Christ took flesh in the womb of the 


(5) Calvin. Instit. /. 1, c. 13, sec . 

( 6) Calvin, vide loc. cit. 

(7) Calvin. Epist. ad Stanearum. 

(8) Calvin, Instit. 1. 2, c. 16. 


(3) Calvin. Antid. ad Synod. Tri¬ 
dent. ad Sess. IV. 

(4) Calvin, in Antid. loc. cit. 
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Virgin Mary that he became the mediator of reconciliation 
between God and man; as the Apostle says, “ for there is one 
God, and one mediator of God and man, the man Christ Jesus” 
(I. Timothy, ii. 5). He also blasphemously taught, that when 
Christ descended into hell (and he understands it as the hell of 
the damned), that he suffered the pains of the damned, and this 
was the great price he offered to his Eternal Father for our 
redemption. Cardinal Gotti says (9), that, like Nestorius, he 
recognized two Persons in Christ (10). 

91. —Concerning the Divine law, and the sins of mankind (11), 
he says it is impossible for us to observe the law imposed on us 
by God, andjhat original concupiscence, or that vicious leaning 
to sin which exists in us, though we do not consent to it, is still 
sinful, since such desires arise from the wickedness which reigns 
in us ; that there are no venial sins, but that all are mortal; that 
every work which even the just man performs is sinful; that 
good works have no merit with God, and that to say the 
contrary is pride, and proceeds from a wish to depreciate* 
grace (12). 

92. —Concerning justification, he says that it does not consist 
in the infusion of sanctifying grace, but in the imposition of the 
justice of Christ, which reconciles the sinner with God. The 
sinner, he says in another place, puts on the justice of Christ by 
Faith, and clothed in that, appears before God not as a sinner, 
but as one of the just, so that the sinner, though continuing a 
sinner still, is justified by being clothed with—masked as it were— 
the justice of Christ, and appears just by that means (13). He 
also says, that man, in a state of sin, is not justified by contrition, 
but by Faith alone, believing in the promises and in the merits of 
Jesus Christ (14). This was the doctrine of the French Calvinists 
in their celebrated profession of faith: “ We believe that we are 
made participators of this justification by Faith alone, and this 
so happens because the promises of life offered to us in Christ are 
applied to our use.” He likewise said, that those who are jus¬ 
tified should believe with a certainty of Faith that they are in a 


(9) Gotti, Vera Chiesa, t. I, c. 8, 
sec. 1, n. 9. 

(10) Calvin. Inst. 1. 1, c. 13, sec . 9, 
n. 23, 24. 


(11) Calv. 1. 3, c, 3, sec. 10. 

(12) Idem l. 3, c. 14, sec. 4. 

(13) Idem. 1. 3, c. 11, sec. 15, 16. 

(14) Idem, /. 3, c. 11, sec. 3. 
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state of grace, and that this certainty should be understood not 
only of perseverance, but even of eternal salvation; so that one 
should consider himself as one of the elect, as St. Paul was by the 
special revelation he received from God (15). He likewise said, 
that Faith and justification belong to the elect alone, and that 
once in possession of them, they cannot be lost, and if any one 
thinks he lost them, he never had them. The Synod of Dort, 
however (16), opposed this doctrine, when it decided that in 
particular instances one may lose the Divine grace. We should 
not at all be surprised at this disagreement in the same sect, for 
as the heresiarchs separate from the Church, they cannot blame 
their disciples for separating from them ; as Tertullian says, when 
each follows his own will, the Valentinians have the same right 
to their own opinion as Valentine himself (17). 

93.—He uttered horrible blasphemies when speaking of human 
actions as meritorious to salvation, or otherwise. The first is, 
£ that man has no free will, and that this word, free will, is but a 
name without the substance (18). The first man alone, he said, 
had free will, but he and all his posterity lost it through sin; 
hence, anything that man does, he does through necessity, for 
God has so willed it, and it is God himself moves him to do it, 
which movement man cannot resist. But then, it may be said, 
when man acts without free will, and through necessity, both 
when he does what is good, as well as when he does what is evil, 
how can he have merit or demerit ? Calvin again blasphemously 
answers this, and says, that to acquire merit, or deserve punish¬ 
ment, it is enough that man should act spontaneously, without 
being driven to it by others, though all the while he acts without 
liberty and through necessity. But if God moves the will of 
man even to commit sin, then God is the author of sin ? “ No,” 

says Calvin, “ because the author of sin is he alone who commits 
it, not he who commands or moves the sinner to commit it.” He 
does not blush, then, to give utterance to a third blasphemy, that 
every sin is committed by the Divine authority and will; and 
those, he says, who assert that God merely permits sins, but 
does not wish them, or instigate them, oppose the Scriptures. 

S' 

(15) Calv. Inst. /. 3, c. 2, sec. 16, & (IT) Tertull. de Script. Ilaerat. c. 42. 

seq. (18) Calv. Inst. /. 2, c. 2. 
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“ They feign that he permits those things, which the Scripture 
pronounces are done not only by his permission, but of which he 
is the author 5 ’ (19). . He bases this falsehood on that text of 
David (20): “ Whatsoever the Lord pleased he both done in 
heaven and on the earth 55 (Psalms, cxxxiv, 6); but he appears to 
forget what the Psalmist says in another place : “ Thou art not 
a God that wiliest iniquity 55 (Psalms, v, 5). If God, I ask, moves 
man to commit sin, how can he avoid it ? Calvin not being able 
to get out of this difficulty, says, that carnal men, as we are, we 
cannot understand it (21). 

94.—It is a necessary consequence of this doctrine, that the 
sinner who is lost, is lost by Divine ordinance, and even this hor¬ 
rible blasphemy did not affright Calvin; monstrous as it is, he 
agrees to it, and concludes that God, knowing beforehand the 
salvation or reprobation of each person, as he has decreed it, that 
some men are predestined to eternal torment by the Almighty, 
solely by his will, and not by their evil actions (22). Such, 
reader, is the fine theology of these new Reformers of the 
Church, Luther and Calvin, who make the Almighty a tyrant, a 
deceiver, unjust and wicked—a tyrant, because he creates men 
for the purpose of tormenting them for all eternity; a deceiver, 
because he imposes on them a law which they never can, by any 
means in their power, observe; unjust, since he condemns men 
to eternal punishment, while, at the same time, they are not at 
liberty to avoid sin, but constrained to commit it; and wicked, 
for he himself first causes a man to sin, and then punishes him 
for it. Finally, they make God distribute his rewards unjustly, 
since he gives his grace and heaven to the wicked, merely because 
they have Faith ; that they are justified, though they should not 
even be sorry for their sins. Calvin says that this is the benefit 
of the death of Christ; but I answer him thus : If, according to 
his system, a man may be saved, then good works are no longer 
necessary, and Christ died to destroy every precept both of the old 
and new law, and to give freedom and confidence to Christians to 
do whatever they like, and to commit even the most enormous 
sins, since it is enough to secure their salvation without any co- 


(19) Calv. /. 2, c. 3. (21) Calv. Inst. /. 3, c. 23. 

(20) Calvin, de Fraedest. Dei, aeterna. (22) Calv. ibid. 
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operation on their part; that they should merely believe firmly 
that God does not impute to them their sins, but wishes to save 
them through the merits of Christ, though they do everything 
in their power to gain hell. This certain faith in our salvation, 
which he calls confidence , God, he says, gives to the elect alone. 

95.—Speaking of the Sacraments, he says, that they have 
effect on the elect alone, so that those who are not predestined 
to eternal happiness, though they may be in a state of grace, 
receive not the effect of the Sacrament. He also says that the 
words of the ministers of the Sacraments are not consecrating, 
but only declaratory, intended alone to make us understand the 
Divine promises (23), and hence he infers, that the Sacraments 
have not the power of conferring grace, but only of exciting our 
faith, like the preaching of the Divine Word (24), and he ridicules 
our Theological term, ex opere operato , for explaining the power 
of the Sacraments, as an invention of ignorant Monks; but in 
this, he only shows his own ignorance, as he understands by 
opus operatum, the good work of the ministers of the Sacra¬ 
ments (25). We, Catholics, understand, by opus operatum, not 
the act of the minister himself, so much as the power which the 
Almighty gives to the Sacraments (if not hindered by sin), of 
operating in the soul; that which the Sacrament signifies as 
Baptism, to wash; Penance, to forgive; the Eucharist, to nourish. 
He denies that there is any difference between the Sacraments 
of the Old and the New Law (26); but St. Paul says that the 
former were but weak and needy elements (Gal. iv, 9), and 
a shadow of things to come (Collos. ii, 17). He ridicules 
the Sacramental character, which is impressed by Baptism, Con¬ 
firmation, and Orders (27), and Christ, he says, only instituted 
three Sacraments—Baptism, the Supper, and Ordination; the 
first two he positively asserts to be Sacraments, and the third 
he admits. “ The imposition of hands,” he says, “ which is 
performed in true and lawful Ordinations, I grant to be a 
Sacrament;” but he totally rejects the Sacraments of Confir¬ 
mation, Penance, Extreme Unction, and Matrimony (28). Though 

(23) Calvin. Instit. /. 4, c. 14, s. 4. (27) Calvin, Instit. in Anticl. Cone. 

(24) Idem, /. 4, c. 14, s. 11. Trid. ad Can. 9, Sess. 7. 

(25) Idem, /. 4, c. 14, s. 26. (28) Idem, /. 4, c. 19. s. 19, 20, 

(2d) Idem, l. 4, c. 14, s. 23. 
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he admits Baptism as a Sacrament, he denies that it is necessary 
for salvation (29), because children, he says, snatched off by 
death, though they are not baptized, are saved, for they are 
members of the Church when they are born, for all children of 
Christians, he says, being born in the alliance of the New 
Law (30), are all born in grace (31), and he teaches that laymen 
and women cannot baptize a child even in danger of death (an 
error most dangerous to the salvation of these poor innocents), 
because, though they die without baptism, they are saved (32). 
Finally, he teaches that the Baptism of John the Baptist 
was of the same efficacy as the Baptism instituted by Jesus 
Christ (33). 

96. —He not alone denies that Penance is a Sacrament, but he 
teaches many errors concerning it; for the sins committed after 
Baptism, he says, are remitted by the remembrance of Baptism, 
and do not require the Sacrament of Penance (34); that the 
absolution of the Confessor has no power to remit sins, but is 
merely an abstraction of the remission God grants us, by the 
promise made to Christians ; that the confession of sins is not of 
Divine right, but only ordained by Innocent III., in the Council of 
Lateran; and that it is not necessary to make satisfaction for our 
sins, because God is not to be pleased with our works, and such 
satisfaction would be to derogate from that atonement made by 
Christ for our sins. 

97. —Regarding the Sacrament of the Eucharist, against which 
all his malice is directed, as we see in his book, “De Cacna 
Domini,” he says, that Transubstantion, as believed by Catholics, 
is nothing but a mere invention, and that the Eucharist ought 
not to be preserved or adored, because it is a Sacrament only 
while it is used, and that the essence of this Sacrament is eating 
by Faith (35). He denies (and this is the error he most furiously 
defends) the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 
The words of consecration: “ This is my body, and this is my 
blood,” are to be taken, he says, not in reality, as we believe 
them, but figuratively, and that they do not mean the conversion 


(29) Idem, c. 19, s. 31. (33) Idem, Z. 3, c. 15, s. 3& 4. 

(30) Idem, Z. 4, c. 15, «. 20. (34) Vide loc. cit. 

(31) Bossuet Variat. t. 3, Z. 14, n. 37. (35) Calvin, loc. cit. de Caena Dom. 

(32) Calvin, Z. 4, c. 15, s. 20 & seq. 
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of the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, but 
that the bread and wine in the Sacrament are merely figures of 
the body and blood of our Lord (36), and that in the communion, 
we receive the life and substance of Jesus Christ, but not his 
proper flesh and blood ; then he says, “ we do and do not receive 
Jesus Christ,” proving that he did not believe in, or admit, the 
Real Presence in the Eucharist (37). Nothing, he says, can be 
more reprehensible than dividing the Supper—in other words, 
giving communion under one kind. When such is their doctrine, 
we ought surely be surprised to see the Calvinists in their famous 
Synod of Charenton, in 1631, deciding that the Lutherans, who 
they knew believed in the Real Presence, should be admitted to 
their communion, because, as they asserted, both believed in the 
fundamental articles (38). Daille denies (39) that there is any¬ 
thing in this Decree contrary to piety or to the honour of God; 
but w r e may ask the Calvinists : Is not idolatry contrary to the 
honour of God ? and are not the Lutherans idolaters, when they 
adore as God, mere bread ? Calvin denies, also, that the Mass 
is a Sacrifice instituted by Jesus Christ for the living and the 
dead (40), and it is, he says, injurious to the Sacrifice of the 
Cross to say so, and that private Masses are in direct opposition 
to the institution of Christ. 

98.—Calvin, likewise, denies Purgatory (41), the value of In¬ 
dulgences (42), the Intercession of Saints, and the Veneration 
of Images (43); and* St. Peter, he says, enjoyed among the 
Apostles merely a supremacy of honour, but not of jurisdic¬ 
tion (44), and then he rejects the primacy of St. Peter and the 
Pope (45). The Church and General Councils, he says, are not 
infallible in the definition of articles of Faith, or the interpretation 
of the Scriptures. He entirely renounces Ecclesiastical Laws, 
and the rites appertaining to discipline (46), such rites, as he 
alleges, being pernicious and impious, and he rejects the Fast of 
Lent (47), and the Celibacy of the Clergy (48); vows to fast or to 


(36) Calvin. Instit. 1. 4, c. 17, s. 32. 

(37) Idem, loc. cit. s. 33, 34. 

(38) Calvin. /. 4, c. 17, s. 46—48. 

(39) Dallasus Apol. Eccl. Reform, p. 
43. 

(40) Calvin. Instit. 1. 4, c. 18. 

(41) Idem, 1. 3, e. 5, s. 6, 10. 


(42) Calvin. Inst. Idem l. 3, c. 5, s. 2. 

(43) Idem l. 3, c. 20. 

(44) Idem I. c. II. 

(45) Idem l. 4, c. 6. 

(46) Idem l. 4, c. 9. 

(47) Idem l. 4, c. 20. 

(48) Idem /. 4, c. 12, 19 & 20. 
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go on a pilgrimage, and the religious vows, he says, are super¬ 
stitious (49). Usury, he says, may be permitted, for there is no 
text of Scripture prohibiting it. Noel Alexander and Cardinal 
Gotti (50) enumerate many other errors of his, and in a word, 
he preached and wrote so many blasphemies, that it was not 
without reason, at his death, that he cursed his life, his studies, 
and his writings, and called on the devil to take him, as we 
read above (N. 70) (51). 


§ iv. 

THE DIFFERENT SECTS OF CALVINISTS. 

99.-The Sects into which Calvinism was divided. 100.-The Puritans. 
101.-The Independents and Presbyterians. 102.-The difference between 
these Sects. 103.-The Quakers and Tremblers. 104.-The Anglo-Calvin¬ 
ists. 105.-The Piscatorians. 106.-The Arminians and Gomarists. 

99. —The sect of Calvin was soon divided into numerous other 
sects—in fact, we may say that from every sect a thousand 
others sprung, and that is the case, especially in England, where 
you can scarcely find the members of the same family believing 
the same thing. We shall speak of the principal sects described 
by Noel Alexander and Cardinal Gotti (1). These are the 
Reformed, who are found in France, in the Palatinate, in 
Switzerland, and Flanders, and these, in general, follow the 
doctrine of Calvin to the letter. In England and Scotland they 
are called Puritans, and, besides, we find among his followers, 
others called Independents, Presbyterians, Anglo-Calvinists, Pis¬ 
catorians, Arminians, and Gomorists. 

100. —The most rigid of all the Calvinists are the Puritans, 
who hate all who do not follow their own way of thinking, but 
abhor the Catholics especially, and do not even like to pray in 
the churches consecrated by them. They rejected Episcopacy— 

(49) Ibid, s. 23. 

(50) Idem, /. 4, c. 13, s. 6. 

(51) Calvin Respons. de Usur. inter 
Epist. ».223; Nat. Alex. t. 19 } art. 


(1) Nat. Alex. t. 19, art. 13, sec . 3; 
Gotti, Ver. Rel. c. 312, sec. 1, 2. 
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the rites, and ceremonies, and Liturgy, both of the Catholic and 
Anglican Churches, not even keeping the Lord’s Prayer. They 
are as exact in the observance of the Sunday as the Jews are of 
the Sabbath. They are no friends to royalty, and it was through 
their means that Charles I. was brought to the block (as we have 
seen above, N. 85), in 1649. 

101. —The Independents and Presbyterians believe much the 
same as the Puritans, but their system of church government is 
different. When Oliver Cromwell became Protector of England 
(N. 86), he was an Independent. They believe just what they 
like, and recognize no superior as invested with the power of 
teaching them. According to them, that supreme power resides 
in each sect which they would not allow to the Councils of the 
Universal Church. They allow no one to preach who does not 
follow .their doctrine. They celebrated the “ Supper” on Sun¬ 
days ; but they do not admit to the “ Supper,” nor to Baptism, 
only those of their own sect. They celebrated the Supper, with 
their hats on, without Catechism, sermon, or singing; and they 
were the progenitors of all the other sects that overran England, 
as the Anabaptists, the Antinomians (who rejected all law, N. 35), 
disciples of John Agricola, and the Anti-Scripturists, who totally 
rejected the Scriptures, boasting that they had the spirit of the 
Prophets and Apostles. 

102. —The Presbyterians are a powerful body in the British 
islands. They separated themselves from the Independents. 
Their Churches are formed into classes; the classes are subject 
to Provincial Synods; and these to a ISTational Synod, whose 
decisions must be obeyed, as if almost of Divine authority. 
They are called Presbyterians, because they adopt a form of 
Church government by lay elders, and they say that Bishops 
have no more authority than Presbyters. Their Elders are 
generally men of years, unless in the case of some specially 
gifted young person; the name is derived from the Greek word, 
Presbuteroi , which means our Elders. 

103. —There are also Quakers, or, as they were sometimes 
called, Tremblers, who considered themselves perfect in this life. 
They imagined they were frequently moved by the Spirit to 
such a pitch, that they trembled all over, not being able to 
endure the abundance of the Divine light they enjoyed. They 
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reject not only all Ecclesiastical, but even civil ceremonies, for 
they never uncover for any one. They say no prayers in their 
meeting-houses; they even look on prayer as useless, for they 
are justified by their own justice itself. They did believe, 
though it is supposed they hold those opinions no longer, that 
Jesus Christ despaired on the cross, and that he had other 
human defects. They held erroneous opinions even on the first 
dogmas of Faith, not believing in the Trinity, or the second 
coming of Christ, or in hell or heaven after this life; many of 
these opinions, which were held by the first Quakers, are now 
changed or modified, and it is difficult at present to know exactly 
what their creed is. Their founder was an Englishman, John 
Fox, a tailor. There is another sect, called Ranters, who believe 
that nothing is vile or unlawful which nature desires. Another 
sect was called Levellers, enemies of all political order; they 
wished that all men should dress exactly alike, and that no one 
should be honoured more than another, and they frequently had 
to be punished for seditious conduct by the magistrates. 

104.—The Anglo-Calvinists are different from the Puritans, 
Independents, and Presbyterians, both in Church discipline and 
doctrine. Unlike all these sects, they have preserved the 
Episcopal Order, not alone as distinct from other offices, but as 
superior by Divine right; they retain a sort of form of conse¬ 
cration for Bishops; they ordain Priests, and confirm those who 
have received Baptism, and show some honour to the Sign of the 
Cross, which their cognate sects reject totally. Besides Bishops, 
there are Chancellors, Archdeacons, Deans, and Rectors of 
Parishes; they have preserved the Cathedrals, and have Canons 
and Prebends, who say morning and evening prayers, and the 
surplice is used as a vestment. They recognize both the orders 
of Priesthood and Deaconship. The King, according to the laws 
of Henry and Elizabeth, is head of the Church, and the fountain 
of all ecclesiastical authority. The Sovereign, they say, has the 
power of making new laws, and establishing new rites, with 
consent of the Metropolitan and Convocation; and his royal 
tribunal decides all judgments brought before it. lie can, with 
his Council, decide on matters of Faith, publish ordinances and 
censures. Such are the powers granted to the Sovereign, in the 
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work entitled, “ The Policy of the Church of England, 55 pub¬ 
lished in London, in the year 1683. 

105. —The Piscatorians were so called, from John Piscator, a 
Professor of Theology, and Pastor, at Herborne, a proud and 
vain man. lie differed in several points with the Calvinists. 
He divided the justification of Christ into active and passive; 
the active he acquired by the holiness of his life—the passive, by 
his sufferings; the active justification was profitable to himself 
alone—the passive to us, and it is by this we are justified. It is, 
on the contrary, our doctrine, that Christ, by his labours and 
sufferings, gained merit both for himself and us ; as the Apostle 
says: “ He humbled himself, being made obedient unto death... 

.For which God exalted him, &c. 55 (Philip, ii, 8, 9). Hence 

God exalted him, both for the sanctity of his life, and for his 
passion. He, likewise, taught that the breaking of the bread 
in the “ Supper 55 was essential; and the academy of Marpurg 
embraced this opinion, but the other Calvinists did not. The 
Mosaic Law, he said, should be observed, as far as the judicial 
precepts go. He differed almost entirely with Calvin, regarding 
Predestination, the Atonement, Penance, and other points, and 
composed a new Catechism. He likewise published a new 
version of the Bible, filled with a thousand errors. Both 
himself and his doctrines were unanimously condemned by the 
Reformers. 

106. —Two other Calvinistic sects had their origin in Holland, 
the Arminians and Gomarists. Arminius or Harmenscn, and 
Gomar, were Professors of Theology in the University of 
Leyden. In 1619, Arminius published a Remonstrance, and, on 
that account, his followers were called Remonstrants. In this 
writing, or Catechism, which in several articles comes near to 
the Catholic doctrine, he rejects eight errors of Calvin. The 
first error he attacks is, that God gives to the predestined alone, 
faith, justification, and glory; God, he says, wishes the salvation 
of all men, and gives all sufficient means of salvation, if they 
wish to avail themselves of them. He rejects the second error, 
that God, by an absolute decree, has destined many to hell 
before he create^ them ; he says, that such reprobation is 
because of the sins they commit, and die without repenting of. 
Of the third error, that Christ has redeemed the elect alone, he 
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says tliat no one is excluded from the fruit of Redemption, if he 
is disposed to receive it as he ought. The fourth error he 
reproves, is that no one can resist grace ; this, he says, is false, 
for man by malice can, if he likes, reject it. The fifth error is, 
that he who has once received grace cannot again lose it; but he 
teaches that in this life we may both lose the grace received, and 
recover it again by repentance. Gomar (2), on the other hand, 
though a Professor in the same University, adopted all the 
dogmas of Calvin, and opposed Arminius and his Remonstrants 
with the greatest violence, and his disciples were called Anti- 
Remonstrants, and they accused the Arminians of Pelagianism. 
The dispute, at length, became so violent, that the States-General 
convoked a Synod, at Dort, to terminate it, and invited deputies 
from England, Scotland, Geneva, and other kingdoms. The 
Synod was held; but as almost all the deputies who attended 
were Calvinists, or differed but slightly from the Calvinistic 
doctrines, the Arminians were condemned, and the Gomarists 
got the upper hand. The States’ Chancellor, Barneveldt, and 
Hugo Grotius, took the part of Arminius, for which Barneveldt 
perished on the scaffold, and Grotius was condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment, but was saved by a stratagem of his wife, who 
obtained leave to send him a chest of books, to amuse him in his 
solitude; after a time, the chest was sent back, and, instead of 
the books, Grotius was concealed in it, and he thus escaped (3). 


(2) Nat. Alex, t . 19, c. 3, art. 11, sec . 
13, n. 6. 


(3) Nat. Alex. loc. cit.; Gotti, Ver. 
Rel. c. 12, sec. 2, n. 40; Dizion. 
Port, alia parola Grozio. 
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